
we hear that
Oak Ridge Lab renamed for Holifield
Former Congressman Chet Holifield's
achievements in science legislation have
won him the acclaim of both the US
government and the scientific commu-
nity. Oak Ridge National Laboratory
has been renamed "Holifield National
Laboratory" in his honor, and he has re-
ceived the Henry de Wolf Smyth Nucle-
ar Statesman Award of the American
Nuclear Society and the Atomic Indus-
trial Forum.

Located in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, the
laboratory was founded in 1943 and
since 1948 has been operated by the
Union Carbide Corporation for the
Atomic Energy Commission. The bill
that called for its renaming was signed
into law by President Ford on 3 Janu-
ary.

Holifield is the second recipient of
the Nuclear Statesman Award, which
was established in 1972 to recognize
"outstanding services in developing and
guiding the uses of atomic energy in
constructive channels." The award
carries the name of the former US AEC
Commissioner and ambassador to the
International Atomic Energy Agency
who was the first to earn it.

Elected in 1942 to the 78th Congress,
Holifield has served 16 consecutive
terms. He has been a member of the
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy
since its formation in 1946, including
ten years in the positions of vice-chair-
man and chairman. He was selected to
be congressional adviser to the US dele-
gation to the international conferences
on peaceful uses of atomic energy and
has been US delegate to several IAEA
general conferences and to the Strategic
Arms Limitation Talks.

Holifield has handled more than 45 of

HOLIFIELD

the federal government's reorganization
plans, including those for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration. As chairman of the Com-
mittee on Government Operations he
directed the development and enact-
ment of legislation creating the Federal
Energy Administration, the Energy Re-
search and Development Administra-
tion, the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion and the Energy Resources Council.
Choosing to retire after a 32-year career
in the House of Representatives, the
California Democrat did not seek re-
election in November.

Apel honored for
satellite work
John R. Apel of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration has
received a US Department of Com-
merce gold medal for his administra-
tive, scientific and technical contribu-
tions to the NASA satellite SEASAT-A.
Planned for launch in 1978, SEASAT-A
is designed to collect information from
the ocean surface that will facilitate
basic oceanographic research and pre-
diction of weather conditions at sea.

Apel earned his doctorate in physics
from Johns Hopkins University in 1970.
He is director of the ocean remote-sens-
ing laboratory at NOAA's Atlantic
Oceanographic and Meteorological Lab-
oratories in Miami, Florida.

Earth science awards to
Ringwood and Ewing
The Geological Society of America has
presented its most prestigious awards
for achievement in the earth sciences to

Alfred E. Ringwood and posthumously
to Maurice Ewing. Ringwood is a pro-
fessor of geochemistry at the Australian
National University in Canberra and
Ewing, who died in May, was chief of
earth and planetary sciences at the Ma-
rine Biomedical Institute, University of
Texas Medical Branch, Galveston.
During 1949-72 Ewing directed Colum-
bia University's Lamont-Doherty Geo-
logical Observatory.

Ringwood received the Day Medal for
achievements made through the appli-
cation of physics and chemistry to geo-
logical problems. He has concentrated
on high-pressure phase transformations
and their effect on the inner structure
of the earth, and helped to establish
and operate the ANU laboratory that
has made vital discoveries in this field.
The American Geophysical Union re-
cently awarded him its William Bowie
Medal for his development of detailed
models of the Moon and the Earth's
mantle. Ringwood earned his doctor-
ate at Melbourne University in 1956
and has been with ANU since 1959.

The society awarded the Penrose
Medal to Ewing in appreciation of his
outstanding lifelong career and wide-
ranging accomplishments in geophysics.
Ewing helped to build the foundations
for the theory of plate tectonics, devel-
oped the seismograph and devised tech-
niques for mapping the ocean floor.
His previous honors include GSA's Day
Medal, The Vetlesen Prize and AGU's
Bucher and Bowie Medals.

Bulkin receives
Coblentz award
Bernard J. Bulkin has received the Cob-
lentz award for outstanding research in
molecular spectroscopy. At age 32 he is
full professor and chairman of the
chemistry department at Hunter Col-
lege of the City University of New York.

Bulkin has earned the award for mo-
lecular-spectroscopy research in two
areas: chemical liquid crystals and bio-
logical cellular membranes. The Amer-
ican Cancer Society has funded his bio-
logical research continuously since 1968
and he has received two grants from the
National Science Foundation. He has a
strong interest in teaching, particularly
freshmen and disadvantaged students
who are involved in remedial science
courses.

After receiving his PhD in physical
chemistry from Purdue University in
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