
NEW! Gaertner Low Profile
Optical Bench

• Lathe Bed type
• Light weight • Inexpensive
• Any length: 1/4m to 4m • Height: 1-29/32"
Versatile. Any length to order, from %m to 4m. Accepts standard Gaertner lathe bed
carriages. Scales read to 1mm. Clamps to table or instrument using flanges. Also
mounts on optional leveling screws. Light weight—convenient for use on air-mounted
large tables and surface plates. Low profile design permits low optical axis.

Rugged. Hard-coated aluminum construction resists wear and corrosion. Broad-gauge
Vee and flat ways provide increased stability.

Scores of uses. Ideal for any lab—R & D, Industrial, or Educational. Use for prototyping,
experimental set-ups, or anywhere fixed or moving alignment is needed. Low priced-
attractive for quantity OEM applications.

New Flat Bed Carriages. Fits on low profile bench. Wide and narrow, with tapped holes
for Gaertner Positioning Slides, X-Y stages, support tubes and your own fixtures.
CALL OR WRITE FOR INFORMATION.

GAERTNER SCIENTIFIC CORPORATION
Manufacturers of metric instrumentation since 1896

GAERTNER' 1234 Wrightwood Ave., Chicago, III. 60614 Phone (312) 281-5335
Circle No. 33 on Reader Service Card

Reach'em all?
Mo way!

But you can reach
nearly all* physicists
every month in
their magazine,

physics today.

*nearly everywhere: foreign circulation 8,000.

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS
335 EAST 45 STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 100! 7- (212)685-1940

letters

actually take this or any other concrete
action. I doubt that any amount of
moaning and complaining and confer-
ence reporting will suffice to convince
more than a handful of departments to
restrict the number of their graduate
enrollments for the benefit of the phys-
ics community.

W. SlLVERT
Dalhousie University
Halifax, Noua Scotia

Soviet anniversary

Congratulations on your November
issue commemorating the 250th anni-
versary of the Academy of Sciences of
the USSR.

More than 30 years ago, I founded
Plenum Publishing Corporation.
Today we are one of the leading scien-
tific, technical and medical publishers
in the world. A cornerstone of our pub-
lishing program is the translation into
English of Soviet scientific books and
journals. Each year we translate and
publish more than 90 Soviet periodicals
as well as numerous monographs. The
years spent developing this publishing
program have witnessed many changes
in Soviet-American relations. One of
the most encouraging for the future of
mankind is the recent cooperation in
science and technological research.

I commend you for conceiving and
publishing this issue of PHYSICS
TODAY, which is dedicated to the
furtherance of US-Soviet collaboration
in science.

EARL M. COLEMAN
President

Plenum Publishing Corporation
New York, N.Y.

Planetary nebulae

Alas I must dispute the credit assign-
ment of Donald Osterbrock (August,
page 11). As one who suffered much
under the problems of classification of
planetary nebulae in the southern sky,
half in jest at the I.A.U. Symposium on
Planetary Nebulae at Tatranska Lom-
nica in Czechoslovakia in 1967, I re-
marked that we only had a hazy notion
of what we were talking about and that
the definition of a planetary nebula
seemed to be an object which appeared
in a catalogue of planetary nebulae. To
my astonishment Minkowski concurred.
At least we know that the Crab Nebula
is not a planetary.

As an addendum along the same lines
one may define a stellar association as a
group of stars appearing in the same
table in (fill in name of journal accord-
ing to taste).

DAVID S. EVANS
The University of Texas at Austin

Austin, Texas •
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