
that this report is already out of date,
and the authors have attempted to com-
pensate for this by reprinting at the end
of the book a number of recent original
papers. However, the most recent of
these are dated 1972. I would not quar-
rel with this if the book were intended
as an elementary introduction to its
subject; it is, however, subtitled "An in-
troduction to current research." This
is rather misleading, because the unini-
tiated reader would not gain from this
book much idea of the current research
that is being conducted on black holes.

The same criticism cannot be levelled
at the section on cosmology. Here too
there are hardly any references to work
published after 1971, but the pace of
discovery, both observational and theo-
retical, has slackened considerably in
the last few years. Perhaps the most
important topics that have been omit-
ted are the discovery by the UHURU sat-
ellite of x rays emitted by rich clusters
of galaxies and the detection of deuteri-
um outside the solar system with its
possible implications for "big-bang" nu-
cleosynthesis. Aside from these omis-
sions, the cosmology chapters, which
are written from an astrophysical point
of view, are outstanding, and I strongly
recommend them to anyone who wants
to get the "feel" of modern astrophysi-
cal cosmology.

D. W. SciAMA
University of Oxford
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