
we hear that
Cremer and Rabiner win ASA awards
Lothar Cremer, recently retired as di-
rector of the Institute for Technical
Acoustics at the Technical University
of Berlin, and Lawrence Richard Ra-
biner, a member of the technical staff
at Bell Laboratories, have received
awards from the Acoustical Society of
America.

Responsible for the design of several
European concert halls, including the
Berlin Philharmonie, the Opera House
in Munich and the Liederhalle in
Stuttgart, as well as for taking part in
the design of a number of halls in the
US, Cremer has been awarded the
Wallace Clement Sabine Medal, given
for contributions to the knowledge of
architectural acoustics. He has also
done important work in musical acous-
tics, the theory of electromechanical
transducers and psychological acous-
tics. Upon completion of his PhD at
the Technical University of Berlin-
Charlottenburg in 1932, Cremer be-
came involved in the development of
the German sound motion-picture in-
dustry, and in. 1934 began his long as-
sociation with the Technical University
of Berlin. During the war he worked
on underwater acoustics for the Ger-
man Navy. Later he became associ-
ated with the University of Munich,
and in 1954 he returned to the Techni-
cal University as professor and director
of the Institute for Technical Acous-
tics. His major publication is The
Scientific Fundamentals of Room
Acoustics, published between the years
1949 and 1961.

Rabiner was presented with the
Biennial Award of the Acoustical Soci-
ety "for exceptional research contribu-
tions in speech communications, hear-
ing and digital-signal processing."
The award is given in the spring of
even-numbered years to a member of
the Society who is under 35. Since
completing his doctorate at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology in
1967, Rabiner has been a member of
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the technical staff in the acoustics re-
search department of Bell Labs.
There his interest in digital synthesis
of speech has led to the design of so-
phisticated techniques for computer
answerback and digital-filter design,
work that has helped open a complete-
ly new field of digital filtration.

FAS Public Service Award
goes to W. K. H. Panofsky
Wolfgang K. H. Panofsky, president of
the American Physical Society, has
been given the Federation of American

Scientists's Public Service Award for
1973. Panofsky was presented with
the award for his "intellectual leader-
ship in the Congressional debate over
the ABM, 1969-71." According to the
FAS citation "no American scientist

played as significant a role in this Sen-
ate debate" as did Panofsky, even
though he was not affiliated with the
FAS and functioned independently of
other organizations opposing the ABM.

During his career Panofsky has
served in various capacities as a scien-
tific advisor to the government, hold-
ing membership on the President's
Science Advisory Committee during
1960-63, among other advisory func-
tions.

Panofsky joined Stanford University
in 1951 and was made director of the
Stanford Linear Accelerator Center in
1961, in which capacity he still serves.
He completed his PhD at the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology in 1942.

Coblentz Memorial Prize
presented to Kumar Patel

C. Kumar N. Patel, director of the
Electronics Research Laboratory at
Bell Laboratories, was recently
awarded the 1974 Coblentz Memorial
Prize "in recognition of his outstanding
contributions to the science of molecu-
lar spectroscopy." The prize is pre-
sented each year by the Coblentz Soci-
ety, an association that fosters the un-
derstanding of infrared spectroscopy
and related fields.

Patel's research at Bell Labs has in-
cluded the exploration of various
mechanisms of gas-laser excitation,
quantum effects and nonlinear optics
in the infrared. In 1965 he invented a
carbon-dioxide free-flowing gas laser
that attained the highest continuous
power output at infrared frequencies
and the highest energy-conservation ef-
ficiency of any laser at the time.

A native of India, Patel earned his
doctorate in electrical engineering at
Stanford University in 1961. He went
directly to Bell Labs and was named
director of the Electronics Research
Laboratory there in 1970.

Formerly an associate professor in the
electrical engineering department of
California State University, Long
Beach, John T. Frankland has been ap-
pointed senior scientist at Anaconda
Telecommunications in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia.

This spring Russell D. O'Neal will retire
as special assistant to the chairman of

PHYSICS TODAY,. MAY 1974 63


