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pointed chairman of the atomic physics
research committee and James P. Reilly
has been appointed chairman of the
aero-physics research committee.

Myer M. Kessler, associate director of li-
braries at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, has been appointed co-
ordinator of technical data systems in
the MIT Information Processing Ser-
vices office.

New appointments to the physics de-
partment at California State Universi-
ty, Fullerton, include Dorothy S. Woo-
lum, a former research fellow at Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology, to assis-
tant professor, and Louis N. Y. Shen, of
Connecticut Wesleyan University, to
associate professor. Mark H. Shapiro
has been promoted to associate profes-
sor. The former department chair-
man, Fred M. Johnson has resigned to
return to full-time teaching. He is re-
placed by Edward L. Cooperman, who
has been appointed acting chairman.

obituaries

Robert L. Platzman
Robert L. Platzman, a professor in the
departments of physics and chemistry
at the University of Chicago, died on 2
July. He was 54 years old.

While serving as senior scientist at
the Argonne National Laboratory
(1958-65), Platzman was involved in
research on the mechanism of action of
ionizing radiation, and he made funda-
mental contributions to the under-
standing of the concept and properties
of the hydrated electron.

Platzman was a member of the fac-
ulty of Purdue University from 1949 to
1958, and from 1959 to 1961 he was a
Fulbright Professor at the University of
Paris. In 1966 he joined the Universi-
ty of Chicago. He was frequently a
consultant to government laboratories
and in 1958 served as chairman of the
Subcommittee on Effects of Ionizing
Radiation of the National Research
Council.

Irvine C. Gardner

Irvine C. Gardner, a past president of
the Optical Society of America, died
on 29 December 1972 at the age of 83.
He made many contributions toward
the growth of optics in the US after the
first world war.

A 1915 PhD graduate from Harvard,
Gardner joined the National Bureau of
Standards in 1921, where he remained
until 1959 when he retired as chief of
the Optics and Metrology Division. At
NBS Gardner concentrated on the de-
sign and testing of optical systems and
their component parts; he encouraged
the formation of the Optical Instru-
ments Section, and he initiated optical
image evaluation, a topic that con-
tinues to be of great interest to scien-
tists and engineers. He also made im-
portant instrumental contributions to
photographic mapping. Gardner's ac-

tive participation in many of these
fields continued long after his official
retirement.

As vice-president and then president
of the Optical Society, Gardner was in
charge at the time when the Society
began to outgrow its organizational
structure. After assuming the presi-
dency in 1958, he appointed the Com-
mittee on Future Policies of the Opti-
cal Society of America, which recom-
mended that the Society set up an ex-
ecutive office, hire an executive secre-
tary and expand its programs. The
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board accepted this report and ap-
proved the implementation of this rad-
ical change in 1959.

The Society has grown and pros-
pered since this time, and Gardner de-
serves credit for initiating and imple-
menting the necessary organizational
changes. He was an effective admin-
istrator as well as a distinguished and
outstandingly competent optical scien-
tist.

MARY E. WARGA
Executive Secretary Emeritus

Optical Society ofAmerican

WITH
FAST RISE/FALL TIME
HIGH GAIN AND EXCELLENT
STABILITY EMI TYPE 9813B

The 9813B is a 14-stage linear focussed
photomultiplier with a high performance
bialkali cathode and extremely low dark
current. Gains of the order of 10s are
easily achieved at less than 2,500V and
dark currents are typically 10 na. at
5.000 A/lm. The 9813B has been care-
fully designed to maximize collection
efficiency, minimize the transit time and
accurately reproduce the input signal.
Typical time characteristics are: Rise
time - 2.4 nsec; fwhm - 3.6 nsec; transit
time - 45 nsec. Coupled to a Sodium
Iodide Crystal, the 9813B gives a typical
pulse height resolution of 7.5% to Cs 137.

For applications in the U.V. such as
Cerenkov counting, the 9813QB with a
quartz (fused silica I window is avail-
able. S-20 variants for laser detection
and similar applications can be obtained
with Pyrex or quartz window (9816B
and 9816QB). In addition, there are 10
and 12 dynode versions in both the
bialkali and S-20 cathodes. All types can
be furnished capped with the standard
B-20 base, or with the low loss B19A
teflon socket.
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