
we hear that
Gunn awarded Poulsen Gold Medal
J. B. Gunn, an IBM Fellow at the IBM
Research Center in Yorktown Heights,
New York, has been awarded the Val-
demar Poulsen Gold Medal of the Dan-
ish Academy of Technical Sciences.
This medal, which is given for out-
standing research in the field of radio
techniques and related fields, has only
been awarded ten times since its insti-
tution in 1939. It is given to Gunn in
recognition of his discovery of the
"Gunn effect"—spontaneous oscilla-
tions of current that can occur in cer-
tain semiconductors when a steady
voltage is applied to them. Gunn's dis-
covery of this effect provides the first
solid-state source of microwaves.

Gunn was born in Cairo, Egypt, of
English parents and was educated at
the University of Cambridge. From
1948 to 1953 he was a research engineer
involved in the study of semiconductor
physics at Elliott Brothers, Ltd, and he
was subsequently with the British
Ministry of Supply as a junior research
fellow. He worked for three years as an
assistant professor in the department
of physics at the University of British
Columbia before joining IBM in 1959. GUNN

Five on NBS staff
receive Gold Medals

The US Department of Commerce has
awarded the Gold Medal for Excep-
tional Service to five staff members at
the National Bureau of Standards. The
award, which is given for outstanding
contributions to the public service, the
nation or humanity, went to Ruth M.
Davis, a mathematician and physicist
who directs the Center for Computer
Science and Technology; Myron G.
Domsitz, acting deputy chief of the In-
stitute for Applied Technology; Jerome
Kruger, a physical chemist in charge of
the Corrosion Section, Metallurgy Di-
vision of the Institute for Materials Re-
search; James R. McNesby, manager of
the Measures for Air Quality Program
of the Institute for Materials Research,
and Lewis V. Spencer, a nuclear physi-
cist in the Radiation Theory Section,
Center for Radiation Research of the
Institute for Basic Standards.

Warga retires
from OSA post

Mary Warga, Executive Secretary of
the Optical Society of America, retired
on 31 December 1972. After taking of-
fice in 1959, Warga established the so-
ciety's first national office. During her
tenure, as the society grew from 2600
to 6000 members, she oversaw the es-
tablishment and development of the
various sections and technical groups
of OSA, and she assisted in the organi-
zation of many of its national meet-
ings.

At the society's annual meeting in
San Francisco in October a resolution
was adopted honoring her for her long
years of dedicated service. She was also
chosen to be the first recipient of the
Distinguished Service Medal. Upon her
retirement from the Optical Society
post, Warga was named professor emer-
itus of physics and engineering at the
University of Pittsburgh.

North American Rockwell has promot-
ed T. L. Loucks to vice-president and di-
rector of its Science Center in Thou-
sand Oaks, California. Thomas Wolfram
has been named associate director.

George B. Field, professor of astronomy
at Harvard University, will become the
new director of both the Smithsonian
Astrophysical Observatory and the
Harvard College Observatory on 1 July.

Robert W. Conn and Gilbert A. Emmert
have been promoted to associate pro-
fessorships in the nuclear-engineering
department at the University of Wis-
consin at Madison. Richard S. Post, of
Columbia University, has joined the
department as an assistant professor.

At Cornell University Peter J. Giersch,
formerly of the Woods Hole Oceano-
graphic Institution, has joined the de-
partment of astronomy as an assistant
professor.

John E. Alberghini, chairman of the de-
partment of physics and director of the
college Environmental Studies Center
at Manchester Community College in
Manchester, Connecticut, has been
promoted to associate professor.

The science adviser to the Governor of
Georgia, John E. Mock, has been elected
chairman of the National Governors'
Council on Science and Technology.

The University of Arkansas at Fayette-
ville has appointed Carol Jean Webb,
formerly at the University of Texas,
and Donald O. Pederson, of Texas Tech
University, assistant professors in the
department of physics.

Sir Fred Hoyle has been named an An-
drew D. White Professor-at-Large at
Cornell University.

Promotions in the department of phys-
ics at the University of Pennsylvania
include Walter D. Wales, to professor,
Eugene W. Beier and H. Terry Fortune, to
associate professor, and Kenneth W.
Rothe, to adjunct associate professor.

At Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory
Charles E. Ragan, III, formerly a Captain
in the US Air Force, has joined the
physics division; Bruce R. Erdal, of the
University of Iowa, has joined the
chemistry-nuclear-chemistry division,
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