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Dan Q. Posin
wins Grady award
Dan Q. Posin, professor of physical
science and chairman of the department
of interdisciplinary sciences at San
Francisco State College, has received
the American Chemical Society's 1972
James T. Grady Award for Interpreting
Chemistry' for the Public. The award,
which consists of $2000, a certificate,
a gold medal and a bronze replica of the
medal, recognizes reporting "which
materially increases the public's knowl-
edge and" understanding of chemistry,
chemical engineering and related
fields."

Posin. who received his PhD in physics
from the University of California. Berke-
ley, received the award for his cumula-
tive work since 1945, when he began
making speeches on the atom. Since
then he has produced a film, "The Atom
and You," has written a novelized
biography of Dmitri Mendeleyev,
Mendeleyev, the Story of a Great Sci-
entist and has produced 1500 television
shows including, "Out of This World,"
"What's New" and "On the Shoulders
of Giants." He also conducted a weekly
show reporting on science for Chicago's
WTTW-TV.

Phillips and Peterlin
receive APS awards
During the March meeting of the
American Physical Society in Atlantic
City, N. J., the Oliver" E. Buckley
Solid-State Physics Prize was awarded
to James C. Phillips of Bell Telephone
Laboratories, and the 1972 APS High-
Polymer Physics Prize was awarded to
Anton Peterlin of the Research Trian-
gle Institute. They will each receive
S1000 and a certificate.

The Buckley prize, which is endowed
by Bell Labs, was presented to Phillips
"for his synthesis of theoretical and
empirical knowledge of band structures
and optical properties, and .for his use
of this understanding to unify the
physical and chemical approaches to
crystalline bonding." Before coming
to Bell Labs, he was on the faculty of
the University of Chicago, from which
he received his PhD in 1956. Phillips
spoke on the "Quantum Structure of
Solids."

The High-Polymer Physics Prize,
sponsored by the Ford Motor Co, cited
Peterlin for his contributions to the
rheology of polymer solutions and the
deformation of solid polymers. Peter-
lin is director of the Camille Dreyfus
Laboratory at the Research Triangle
Institute and is also adjunct professor
at Duke University. In 1960, one year
before Peterlin joined the Dreyfus la-
boratory, he was head of the Experi-
mental Physics Institute at the Tech-
nical University in Munich. Before
that, he was professor of physics at the
University of Ljubljana for 20 years
and also head of the J. Stefan Institute
in Ljubljana, which he organized for
the Yugoslav Atomic Energy Commis-
sion in 1949. His talk at the meeting
was on "Plastic Deformation of Crys-
talline Polymers."

OSA medals honor
Byer and Fastie
Robert L. Byer
and William G.
Fastie were hon-
ored by the Opti-
cal Society of
America during
its spring meet-
ing in April.
Byer, assistant
professor at
Stanford Univer-
sity, received the Adolph Lomb Medal,
and Fastie, adjunct professor at Johns
Hopkins University, received the David
Richardson Medal.

BYER

Mildred S. Dresselhaus. a former solid-
state physicist for Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology's Lincoln Laborato-
ry and currently a professor of electri-
cal engineering at MIT, has been pro-
moted to head of the department of el-
ectrical engineering.

Ronald C. Been has been appointed di-
rector of research and engineering for
Packard Instrument Co, a division of
AMBAC Industries Inc. He was pre-
viously technical consultant to the

The Lomb medal, which is awarded
bienially to a person who has contrib-
uted to optics before reaching the age
of 30, cited Byer for his contributions
to lasers, laser devices and parametric
converters. Byer is presently serving

as secretary-
treasurer of the
Northern Califor-
nia section of
OSA. His cur-
rent research is
aimed at gener-
ating tunable in-
frared radiation
in the 2-15-mi-

FASTIE cron region. As
an outgrowth of this research, the
possibility of using infrared coherent
light sources for air-pollution monitor-
ing has been investigated. Byer has
also initiated and helped the Stanford
Clean Car Club enter and win the 1970
Clean Air Car Race with its alcohol-
fueled car.

Fastie was acknowledged for his con-
tribution to optical instrumentation.
The Richardson medal is presented
annually for contributions to applied
optics. Fastie has been involved with
optics since 1945, when he began to
work for Leeds and Northrup, doing
work in thermopile design and direct-
ing the development of spectroscopic
equipment for spectrochemical analy-
sis. Currently, he is doing research on
optics to study geophysical and astro-
physical phenomena and aircraft-borne
and ground-based spectroscopic obser-
vations. He is also making underwater
measurements of biological interest.

group vice-president of the electronics
and aerospace division at AMBAC.

Joining the research and development
staff of Arthur D. Little Inc is Leonardo
Peusner. Peusner will be involved in
biophysical and biomedical research
and health-care delivery.

Recently appointed professor and
chairman of the department of physics
at the University of Nebraska is Leo
Sartori, formerly of Massachusetts In-
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Californium 252
$7,000

per 100^g source or 2.3xl08n/sec.

Amersham/Searle now offers Cf 252 at this activity
for this price. It is typical of the savings you can
make, throughout the range of Cf 252 activities by
dealing with Amersham/Searle.
Cf 252 has a half-life of 2.65 years and specific
activity of 2.3 X 10'2 neutrons/second/gram. The
average neutron energy is 2.34 Mev and heat
generation is low at 37 watts/gram. Less free space
is required to accommodate decay helium than for
other conventional neutron sources.
Note the size of our X1 capsule—7.8 mm X 10.0 mm.
All our standard sources are supplied in the X1
capsule from 0.1 ,ug to 1.0 mg. But if you need
something special we can encapsulate it to suit
your specifications.
For more information or to place your order, call
Paul Duncombe or Walter Bishop at: (312) 593-6300.
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we hear that
stitute of Technology. Other new ap-
pointments include Don Taylor, from
the Steward Observatory at the Uni-
versity of Arizona, as associate profes-
sor and Roger Kirby, from the University
of Illinois, as assistant professor. Pro-
moted to associate professor was Robert
J. Hardy.

Sandia Laboratories has promoted Jim
Powell to supervisor of the laser
plasma-physics division.

L G. Polgar has returned from a year's
postdoctoral appointment in the low-
temperature group at the Eindhoven

University of Technology to join The
Research Corporation of New England
as a research scientist in the environ-
mental-sciences division.

At the University of South Florida
Stanley R. Deans has been promoted to
associate professor, and Robert Gilmore,
formerly of Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, has been appointed assis-
tant professor.

Lars Onsager, the winner of the 1968
Nobel Prize in Chemistry, will leave
Yale University in September to join
the University of Miami Center for
Theoretical Studies as Distinguished
University Professor.

obituaries
Maria Goeppert Mayer

Maria Goeppert Mayer, 1963 Nobel
Prize laureate, died on 20 February.
Although her health had been im-
paired for some time, the news of her
death was a shock to her many col-
leagues and friends, close and more
distant. Her modesty, unpretentious-
ness, charming personality and the sin-
cerity of her interest in her subjects of
study endeared her to all.

Mayer was descended from a long
line of German scholars; her father was
professor of pediatrics at the University
of Gottingen. She also spent her stu-
dent years at the University of Got-
tingen, with the exception of one
year's study in Cambridge. UK. As a
student she was popular with teachers
and students alike. She also met Jo-
seph Mayer in Gottingen and married
him in 1930, the same year she took
her PhD degree with Max Born. In
1930. the couple moved to Johns Hop-
kins University; because of the nepo-
tism regulations of that university, and
since her husband was a member of the
chemistry department, she was a "vol-
unteer" in the physics department
there. The couple moved to Columbia
University in 1939 (where similar nepo-
tism rules were in effect). While at
Columbia she also taught at Sarah
Lawrence College, and during the war
she worked on the nuclear-energy pro-
ject. After the war the Mayers moved
to the University of Chicago, and she
made a deep imprint on the physics
department of that institution as well
as on the Argonne National Laboratory
where she held the title of senior physi-
cist. It was during this period that she
created the shell model for nuclei (in-

dependently but almost simultaneously
with J. Hans D. Jensen of Heidelberg).
In 1960 the couple moved from Chicago
to the University of California at San
Diego. She was professor in the physics
department; her husband, professor of
chemistry.

Mayer's scientific work extended
over several areas, all of which she con-
tributed to not only by means of origi-

MAYER

nal ideas but also by the lucidity of her
exposition and the clarity of the arti-
cles (and books) she authored or coau-
thored. Her first paper, on the proba-
bility of the emission of two light
quanta in a single atomic transition, is
a masterpiece of clarity and concrete-
ness. From the quantum theory of
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5 Hz to 5.5 kHz
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FEATURES:
• Broad frequency range
• Brushless DC motor to minimize RFI
• Manual or voltage-controlled

frequency selection
• Minimal chopper heat output
• Special mounting minimizes

vibration
• Provides reference signal for

lock-in amplifiers or for
synchronizing other systems

If your experiment requires light
modulation and you operate at more
than one frequency or want to vary
the operating frequency during your
experiment, have a look at the new
PAR™ Model 191 Variable Speed Light
Chopper. It provides long, virtually
maintenance free service and offers
design features which help minimize
the common sources of error in light
measurements. Call or write now for
a free no-obligation demonstration
in your laboratory. Price of the 191
is $1195. Blade cover is $50 additional.

If you don't need a variable frequen-
cy chopper, we recommend our Model
125 which offers a broad selection of
fixed frequencies between 2.1 Hz and
2 kHz and is priced at only $575.

Call or write now for complete infor-
mation. Princeton Applied Research
Corporation, P.O. Box 2565, Prince-
ton, New Jersey 08540. (609) 452-2111.
Telex: 84-3409.
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