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Before joining the Administration in
1969, Schlesinger was Director of Stra-
tegic Studies at the RAND Corp,
where he worked on the role of systems
analysis in political decision making.
While there he served as consultant to
the old Bureau of the Budget on atomic
energy and directed a study on the con-
trol of nuclear proliferation. He re-
ceived a PhD in economics from Har-
vard in 1956.

Doub, who practiced corporate law in
Baltimore, has served on the President's
Air Quality Advisory Board and the
Maryland Public Service Commission.

Seaborg and Edwin M. McMillan
shared the 1951 Nobel Prize for chem-
istry. Between 1940 and 1958 Seaborg

j and his collaborators discovered the
transuranic elements with Z between
94 and 102. He is also known for his de-

! velopment, in 1944, of the actinide con-
j cept for placing the heaviest elements
: in the periodic table. Before his ap-
j pointment to the AEC by President
t John F. Kennedy, Seaborg had served
j as Chancellor at the Berkeley campus
j for three years.

1 NSF survey shows 3.9% of
physicists are unemployed

The current unemployment rate for US
i physicists is 3.9%, according to the re-
, suits of a recent survey by the National

Science Foundation. In the spring of
1970, only 2.3% of the US physicists

I were unemployed. The current unem-
i ployment rate for scientists in all dis-
,! ciplines is 2.6%; it was 1.5% in spring
I 1970. However, over one-half of the un-
1 employed scientists are physicists or
\ chemists. Because those scientists
i who were underemployed were consid-

ered employed, the unemployment fig-
ure is a min imum one. The survey
does not deal with the special difficul-
ties experienced scientists are having in
finding employment {physics today,
May, page 61).

Survey postcards were sent to 313 000
scientists, including 36 000 physicists.
All those contacted were respondents to
the 1970 National Register of Technical
Personnel. Eighty-five percent of those
contacted in the postcard survey re-
sponded, representing about half of all
US scientists.

As one would expect, much of the un-
employment is due to the funding reces-
sion in research and development in the
physical sciences: three-fifths of the un-
employed in the new survey and two-
fifths of those reported to be unem-
ployed in the spring 1970 survey were
last employed in research and develop-
ment-related activities. Of the unem-
ployed scientists, 37% were previously
employed by educational institutions;
38% reported industry as their last em-
ployer. The recession in the sciences
goes much further than just the fields
of space and defense. Although 45% of
the unemployed reported tha t they re-
ceived some form of Federal support in
their last position, only 11% had been
previously employed in defense-related
work and 4% in the space program.

Women, scientists with the master 's
degree and noncitizens seem to be faring
particularly badly in the current job
market . 5.2% of the women scientists
are unemployed, while only 2.3% of
their male counterparts are currently
out of work. At present the unemploy-
ment rate for scientists with the mas-
ter 's degree is 3.7%; 1.4% of the PhD
holders and 3.5% of those who have the
bachelor's degree are unemployed. The
unemployment rate for noncitizen sci-
entists is 4.2%; 2.5% of the US citizens
responding are unemployed.

Young scientists, particularly those
under 30, are also having a bad t ime
of it. Because this group is underrepre-
sented in the survey, the 5.3% unem-
ployment rate reported for it should be
trea ted as a minimum.

Many of the unemployed scientists
have been out of work for a considerable
t ime: as of 1 June, the average period
of unemployment was seven months.
A substantial fraction (5.6%) of the em-
ployed scientists are engaged in non-
science-related activities, but only 1.6%
of the employed scientists have ac-
cepted positions of this type since
March 1970.

About 42% of the unemployed scien-
tists were located in California, Massa-
chusetts , New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania. Unemployment rates of
3% or higher were reported for scientists
in Arizona, California, Connecticut,
Massachuset ts , Nevada, Rhode Island
and Washington.

In response to the job crisis among
scientists, engineers and technicians,
the US Depar tment of Labor has desig-
nated 14 areas as being severely affected
by the situation. Unemployment rates
for scientists in these areas range from
1.7 to 5.7%.

Questionnaires for the survey were
mailed on 1 April and the survey re-
sponse closed for tabulat ion purposes
on 25 May. The data are available, in
preliminary form, as N S F 71-26, from
the National Science Foundation,
Washington, D. C. 20550. A full report
containing more detailed data on re-
spondents to this survey is to be issued
later this year.

AAAS to run Chautauqua-type
courses for science teachers

Eleven Chautauqua-type short courses
in the sciences will be conducted for
college science teachers by the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of
Science, with support from the National
Science Foundation, during the 1971-72
academic year. Twelve regional cen-
ters have been established for the pro-
gram. The courses will be organized
into two two-day classroom sessions,
separated by three months of individual
work. Among the courses of special
interest to physicists are: Air Pollu-
tion; Mathematical Modeling and Com-
puting in the Physical, Biological and
Social Sciences; Operations Research;
Radiation and Society, and Thermo-
dynamics. The NSF grant provides for
lodging of '20 participants in each class
on a double-occupancy basis. Addition-
al information can be obtained from
Howard Foncannon, American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science,
1515 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W.,
Washington, D. C. 20007.

in brief
Nominations for the 1972 Ernest Or-

lando Lawrence Memorial Award are
now being solicited. The award,
which is given in recognition of meri-
torious contributions in atomic energy
science or engineering, is given to no
more than five people annually. The
maximum award to each individual
is $5000. Nominations should be sent
to the Chairman, General Advisory
Committee, US Atomic Energy Com-
mission, Washington, D. C. 20545,
before 1 November.

Science Education—The Task Ahead
for the National Science Foundation,
has been published by the National
Science Foundation as Report NSF
71-13.
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