
letters
with his own interests and with our wish
to provide a foundation for the advanced
courses. At present, the latter, which
have been chosen because of the mutual
interest of students and faculty, include
the following:
• Cosmology and Extraterrestrial In-
telligence, which is a descriptive sur-
vey of theories of the universe, of the
origin of life, and of the problems of
communication with other civilizations.
• People's Electronics, which teaches
students to construct and repair their
personal electronic devices.
• Physics of Music, which encourages
students to build their own instruments.
• Physics and Society, which studies
scientific developments and technolo-
gies with stress on their relation to
society and the human environment.
• Popular Optics, which introduces
students to the artistic and utilitarian
possibilities of cameras, lasers and
other optical devices.
• Physics of Structure, which discusses
experimental and recently invented
structures such as geodesic domes,
zomes, pneumatic, ferro-cement and
wire-supported structures.

We have found all of these courses
to have a large appeal for our students;
some of the sections are filled to over-
flow. This fact suggests to us that,
as we had always supposed, physics is
a discipline rich enough and deep
enough to be of relevance even to the
undergraduate whose curiosity about
the world he lives in does not require
the precision of abstract generalizations
or the rigor of mathematical analysis.
Had we built this idea into our curricu-
lum a dozen years ago, it is likely that
we would not now be confronting the
prospect of oblivion to which over-
specialization has driven us.

Garrison Sposito
Sonoma State College

Rohnert Park, California

Corrections
September, page 71—The late James
E. McDonald was not a member of the
National Academy of Sciences; he was
a member of a panel on atmospheric
studies that reported to the National
Academy.

October 1971—In the article "Physics
and social change" by George E. Brown
Jr, three paragraphs are transposed
from their correct order. The last three
paragraphs on page 25, beginning
"Many physicists have tried . . . " and
ending on page 26 "So says the Fortune
article" should appear on page 23,
column 2, between the paragraph end-
ing " a static knowledge base" and
the heading "What can we do about
it?" D

ion lasers
from

carson-
your guarantee

of excellence
At Carson our experience with ion lasers dates

back to 1966 when we delivered the first
BeO ion laser; this was followed in 1968 by

the first four-color (Ar/Kr) ion laser;
then in 1970 Carson offered the first separately

available BeO plasma tube package;

and in 1971
carson was first again

with the
twin-tube ion laser.

But being first is not our only distinction —
it just gave us a head start in developing the

widest and most advanced line of ion lasers
anywhere — and all models are competitively

priced. Just look at the number of models
to fill your every need.

SERIES 100 THREE MODELS - 2-watt Argon
and 1-watt mixed gas and Krypton units

SERIES 200 FOUR MODELS - 5 watt Argon
and 2-watt mixed gas and Krypton units

SERIES 600 INTERCHANGEABLE A r / K r -
For users who require the flexibility of
gas interchange

SERIES 700 EIGHTEEN MODELS - High
stability series; models available from
1 to 15 watts

The 700 Series includes the new twin ion laser
systems, which incorporate the best in
versatility, performance, and reliability.

Fill one plasma tube with Argon and the other
with Krypton, or fill both with the same gas.

GET TWO LASERS IN ONE PACKAGE.
But don't forget Carson's superior miniaturized

power supplies; their modular construction
provides the add-on capability you need for

your expanding laser requirements.
And then there are the ACCESSORIES -

Argon Laser Discharge Tubes'lntracavity Etalons
for Mode Selection • Fluorescence Suppressors •
Optical Power Meters • Optical Feedback Reg-
ulators • Ultraviolet Options • Optical Couplers
(for Twin-Tube Models')
There is a lot more to Carson Laboratories!

If you want to know more about our products
and capabilities, call or write to:

Carson Laboratories
375 Lake Avenue
Bristol, Connecticut 06010
Tel. 203-582-9528
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