
letters

ity are in fact contradicted by the data
in the rest of the report. Reference 1
is not even mentioned, though it is the
largest study ever conducted and Con-
don knew it. There is a great deal
more that might be said about the in-
adequacy of the "Scientific Study of
UFO's." More to the point, a UFO
study committee set up by the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astro-
nautics concluded after three years that
the University of Colorado study did
not resolve the question of UFO reality
and that what is needed are more quan-
titative investigations by members of the
engineering and scientific community.
Clearly, with Man having already
walked on the moon, it is time to lift
the "laughter curtain" and start think-
ing instead. A good source of informa-
tion is reference 3 and the many docu-
ments referenced therein.
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Complete translation
I At the end of the preface to his book
j; Classical Mechanics (Addison Wesley,
i 1953) Herbert Goldstein uses the He-

brew abbreviation V " n ^ i n
t It is an obscure abbreviation, each let-
't ter being the first in one of the follow-
f ing words:

finished DM
and completed
praise l"QtJ>
to the Lord

w creator
of the world

IRVING GEBSH
HARVEY F. CARROLL

Kingsborough Community College
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Book-review objections

As the editor of the volume Hadrons
and their Interactions, reviewed by

' San-Fu Tuan and Walter A. Simmons
from the University of Hawaii (March,
page 87), I would like to make two
remarks:

The first one refers to an obviously
» incorrect statement by the reviewer
• concerning the delay of publication,
which is stated to be about six months
longer than the true delay. In this con-
text it should be noticed that the un-

quoted delay of the review turns out to
be much longer (20 months) than the
publication delay. (Apparently it takes
longer to make up criticisms than to
write the original lectures.) It would
have been much more profitable for the
reader of PHYSICS TODAY to read a re-
view of the more recent volume of the
Ettore Majorana International School of
Physics, Theory and Phenomenology
in Particle Physics published in July
1969 by Academic Press.

The second remark refers to the
rather questionable judgment of the
reviewer, who speaks freely of "highly
qualified lecturers," of "essentially
pedagogical lectures," of "limited fresh-
ness in presentation" and of "humorous
variant." The contributors to the
above-mentioned volume do not need
anybody's defense; however, it should
be clearly stated that the extremely
valuable set of lectures contained in
the volume represents an uncommon
example of translation into pedagogical
language of those problems and ideas
that were (and mostly still are) at the
frontier of physics research. Probably
to appreciate the value of the volume •
it is necessary to be actively engaged in
this fascinating field of modern research.
For these physicists it is not so easy to
speak in terms of "humorous variant,"
when referring to people like Murray
Gell-Mann and Tsung Dao Lee.

ANTONINO ZICHICHI

Ettore Majorana Centre for
Scientific Culture

Bologna

THE AUTHOR COMMENTS: In our review
of the 1967 Majorana Proceedings we
pointed out that about one half of the
volume was devoted to reproduction of
seminars and commented that the value
of these had diminished as a result of
the delay of 17 months between the
end of the School and the receipt of
the volume for review (we received the
volume in December 1968 and com-
pleted the review in February 1969—
within the three-months review period
requested by PHYSICS TODAY). We
feel that this delay may not be an un-
reasonable measure of the time re-
quired for the volume to reach research-
ers in the field. A way out of this may
be to compile the seminars (or abstracts
thereof) in a separate technical report
with wide distribution to interested
physicists. This procedure was sug-
gested to me sometime ago by S.
Brodsky as something done rather suc-
cessfully in an European Summer School
in past years, and I adopted it in con- '
nection with the Third Hawaii Topical
Conference in Particle Physics in August
1969. We entirely agree with Zichichi
that it is most unfortunate that so great
a delay occurred in the publication of
the review.

My own philosophy toward reviews
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LASER CALIBRATOR AND MULTIPLEXER

Take a Mossbauer Spectrum and simultaneously calibrate the ve-
locity scale with Austin Science Associates' laser calibrator and mul-
tiplexer. The Mossbauer Spectrum, velocity calibration and a 50
kHz timing oscillator are assigned various channels. The first dozen
or so "time" channels, during flyback, are reserved for the 50 kHz
oscillator for live time measurement. That is, the live time in seconds,
per channel, in the average "time" channel content-f- 50,000. The
content of each "velocity" channel measures the total displacement in
units of 6,328.1983/4 A. Displacement -f- time gives absolute ve-
locity.

Complete calibrator includes laser, interferometer, detector, amplifier
and signal conditioner, and crystal calibrator. $1,625 F.O.B. Austin,
Texas.

Multiplexer MP-9 (AEC) for interfacing Mossbauer and laser velocity
information $740 F.O.B. Austin, Texas.

Be sure to see it at The New York APS Show, Booth 58, The New York
Hilton, Feb. 1—3, 1971. Also, the Mossbauer symposium, Jan. 31,
at The New York Hilton.

-Aruitin Science ^/tiiociatei, ^rnc.
P. O. Box 7728, Austin, Texas 78712. AREA CODE 512—327-1297
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D.C. power supplies

The Brandenburg Beta Range provides highly stable variable D.C.
sources for laboratory and industrial use. Regulation better than
0.25% at full output. Line and HV fused plus electromagnetic cutout.

Model 800: 3.0 to 30kV. 1 mA. Model 705:1.5 to 15kV. 2mA
Model 500: .5 to 5kV. 5mA

Features include plug-in polarity reversal with safety interlock...
single circuit comparative amplifier and reference... edge coupled
printed circuits...resin encapsulted transformers and main resistor
chains. All components are rugged, mounted on strong, light alloy
framework.
Cased in aluminum and finished in bonded PVC, all models are 7" X
19" for rack or bench use. For further information, contact:

GEIUCOM DIVISION
varian/EMi

80 EXPRESS STREET, PLAINVIEW, N. Y. 11803
TELEPHONE: (516)433-5900
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of Plasmas
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H. W. Hendel
Plasma Physics Lab.
Princeton U.

364 pages
Hardcover, 6% x 93/s
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of physics is the same be it for a book
review, a proceeding, or for the Physi-
cal Review Journal, namely an honest
attempt is the best procedure. Perhaps
I feel this more keenly now that sci-
ence- and technology (at least in the
US) is coining under increasing public
attack.

However, I do not feel Zichichi
should be greatly exercised over words
like "highly qualified lecturers" or "es-
sentially pedagogical lectures," because
these arc: almost standard verbiage in
the review process. The statement
"limited freshness in presentation" can
well be a reflection of the time delays
mentioned above. In his letter, Zichichi
took particular exception to our use of
the term "humorous variant." We
would like to point out that these words
were used specifically in reference to a
well known joke by Murray Gell-Mann
(Proceedings of the XIIIth International
Conference in High Energy Physics,
Berkeley, 1966) in which the word
"Chimeron" was coined. Both terms
were in fact mentioned in my own re-
cent paper on the "Chimeron Model of
the Intermediate Vector Boson W"
(Ann. Phys. 59, 80, 1970). They
were not used to characterize any of
tlie research described or any of the
physicists who contributed to the vol-
ume. We regret that our meaning
in this instance has somehow been mis-
construed.

Finally I would like to emphasize
again that my opening statement about
delays is not to be construed as criti-
cism of the editorial staff of the
Majorana School. Having both ob-
served and directed several Topical
Conferences and Summer Schools over
the past few years, I am particularly
sympathetic to the plight of the Di-
rector-Editor of these schools who
often has to contend with tardy lecture
notes, less than perfect agreement with
publishers, reviewers (not me though!)
who are delinquent with their reviews,
to name a few.

S. F. TUAN
University of Hawaii

Honolulu

Correction
SEPTEMBER 1969, page 95-Joseph
Agassi, who reviewed Government Con-
tracting and Technological Change by
Clarence Danhof, advises us that he did
not have the opportunity to see the
edited version of his review before it ap-
peared and that, unfortunately, omis-
sion of material in the editorial process
has resulted in a distortion of his views,
making them appear to be more pessi-
mistic than he had intended on the
question of R & D. •

SOPHIS-
TICATES

Meet four of a myriad of research
dewars custom-designed and care-
fully constructed* by Cryogenic As-
sociates Inc. . . . research dewars
most sought after by the chemist,
the physicist, the biologist, the aero-
space engineer. . . to mention a few.

These sophisticated non-nitrogen
and nitrogen shielded helium re-
search dewars are available as com-
plete systems with Cryogenic As-
sociates' exclusive custom flexible
tube transfer lines, temperature and
liquid level controllers, sensors and
electronic power supplies.

Contact Cryogenic Associates . . .
the team whose expertise has at-
tracted the confidence of the most
critical buyer.

* All products bear a full guarantee
for one year on materials and work-
manship.

CRYOGENIC
ASSOCIATES

" . . . for the finest
in Cryogenic Systems"

1718 North Luett Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana 46222

Phone: (317) 632-2515

Catalog Available On Request
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