
letters
and China is the United States.

Unfortunately there is much crooked-
ness and corruption in our government
and military. These things should be
corrected as much as possible. Never-
theless our government is quite enlight-
ened compared to some other govern-
ments.

In spite of their faults, our govern-
ment and military are the only two
things that keep us from domination by
Russia or China. If the Russians or the
Chinese ever get over here, I am afraid
that Orear will find that the students,
radical groups, peace groups, and the
establishment will all be in the same
boat.

It is unfortunate that some groups
bear so much hostility to the American
military. This seems to me to be the
height of folly. It is like a well devel-
oped athlete having resentment over his
muscles.

R. M. CRANDALL

Charleston, West Virginia

' THE AUTHOR COMMENTS : I agree with
Albers that universities and scientists
should contribute to national security,
but in their own way. The universities
can protect our society from within by
providing a traditional haven for all
shades of criticism and by opposing the
forces that are tending to destroy us
from within. It is not traditional for
universities to be controlled by the "mil-
itary establishment" in any way, or to
be designing weapons, or to be training
humans how to kill humans.

I just do not see how DOD-sponsored
basic research in the university gives
the university influence over military
policy. It is difficult to control the mil-
itary from the bottom up (except by
mutiny or revolution). This is why our
founding fathers intended that the mili-
tary be controlled by civilians from the
top down. Certainly a qualified civil-
ian such as Herb York, Hans Bethe,
George Rathjens, W. Panofsky or M.

Idberger as Secretary of Defense
with a qualified man as Com-al

n nder-in-Chief could control the mili-

agree with Albers that the word
establishment" is overworked. But I
no not agree that the membership of

American Physical Society controls
'K Council, and I would like to illus-
trate this with an example. A few
ra nths after the Democratic Conven-
t' n the APS Council undercut the ef-
forts of other professional societies by
vo ing unanimously to hold our annual
10 eting in Chicago. Later, in a refer-
endum of the membership, close to half
°f those who voted expressed a lack of
^nfidenee in the Council's decision. A
fndy representative Council would have
^en split over the Chicago decision.

How many of the Council are under 40?
How many live and talk with students
on a daily basis?

In his letter, Crandall takes exception
to three of the dozen objectionable ac-
tions by the US military that I had list-
ed. Nowhere did I compare the moral-
ity and legality of US actions to those of
North or South Vietnam or any other
government. Certainly if our country is
to remain worth defending, we must
not start using the same illegal and im-
moral tactics of those whom we oppose.

What disturbs me the most about
Crandall's letter is the implication that
by fighting the "Communists" in Viet-
nam, Cambodia and Laos, we are pre-
venting them from "getting over here."
A logical conclusion to this kind of rea-
soning is that it would be more effective
to destroy these "cruel and brutal
groups bent on world imperialism" at
their source (which Crandall tells us is
Russia and China). Why then waste
our lives and money killing Vietnamese
peasants, when we could instead be kill-
ing Russians and Chinese?

JAY OREAR
Cornell University

Air pollution at meetings

I recently attended the January and
March meetings of the American Physi-
cal Society, and at every session I at-
tended I had to change my seat at least
once because of someone's smoking a
cigar or pipe. I would like to make a
small but real contribution to solving
the air-pollution problem by asking the
local committees that arrange these
meetings to set aside special seating
areas only for smokers, as in movie the-
aters.

I have checked with others and find
that my irritation is not just a person id-
iosyncrasy but one felt by a real fraction
of the membership.

Given the sometimes crowded condi-
tions at well attended meetings, I be-
lieve it to be downright rude for a man
to smoke a cigar when he is actually
rubbing elbows with two people on ci-
ther side of him in a lecture room or
banquet hall. Here is a small but clear
and present pollution problem, and an
achievable proposal in environmental
control that the APS (and other learned
societies) can readily act on.

H. N. HERSII
Zenith Radio Corporation

Chicago, Illinois

A Song for Seventy

Is your research moral?
Is your research relevant?
Is it your research
Or is it development?

DALE T. TEANEY
Thomas J. Watson Research Center

Yorktotvn Heights, New York •

Linear
motion
benchmark

20.127 Translation Stage

New translation stages use a dual
roller bearing system to achieve the
smoothest shake-free motion avail-
able in a mechanical assembly.

Features
• Convenient mounting arrangement
• 2-inch stage travel
• X-Y motion by stacking
• Spring loading and magnetic coupling

for positive contact
• Stages can be delivered with center

aperture to 1.75 inches

Choice of drive unit
Choose among a precision micrometer head
and two differential screw translators as
drive units. The differential screw transla-
tors provide position resolution to 1 mil-
lionth of an inch. A standard mounting
shoulder makes the drive units interchange-
able for simple conversion.

Specifications

Model

20.127

20.128

20.129

Stage
Travel

2"
2"

2"

Drive
Travel

1"

.05"

.01"

Position
Resolution
.0001"

.000005"

.000001"

Price

$150

215

215

We will be happy to send you complete
information about translation stages. Fill in
this form and mail it today—or call us at
607-272-3265.

Lansing Research Corporation, 705 Willow
Avenue, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850. (7)

• Please send complete catalog.
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