
ion beams at the Oak Ridge Isochron-
ous Cyclotron. Georgia Tech, Louisi-
ana State, University of Tennessee,
Vanderbilt, and the State of Tennessee

J have pledged support, other universities
are planning to participate, and federal

J funds will also be sought. Other
• groups are invited to join the project.
tj Details are available from Joseph H.
i Hamilton, Physics Department, Vander-
i bilt University, Nashville, Term.

Suggestion for graduate aid in
: exchange for national service

Philip Handler, president of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, has sug-
gested a plan under which the Gov-
ernment would offer financial support
to all graduate students in all fields in
exchange for two, three or more years
of national service. The suggestion was
made as Handler testified, on 21 July,
at the science-policy hearings of the
House Subcommittee on Science, Re-
search and Development. "I can think
of no program," said Handler of his
proposed National Youth Service Pro-
gram, "which would find a warmer
welcome among the highly motivated
young people of our time." Handler
suggested that humanities graduates
could teach, especially in disadvantaged
areas; social scientists and lawyers
could teach or serve in local or federal
government; doctors could work in "a
modernized Public Health Service;"
natural scientists and engineers could
serve in Federal laboratories or multi-
disciplinary university laboratories.

"The impact of this flow of moti-
vated, highly trained young men and
women throughout the diverse elements
of our national life would be profound,
exhilarating and undoubtedly effective
• . . And it would surely more than
compensate for the cost of their grad-
uate educations." Handler noted that
limited precedents for his proposal were
to be found in the GI Bill and in the
draft liability of doctors. But, "I know
that this would be a major change in
our national life, and I appreciate the
unlikelihood of such legislation in the
very near future. But if we open such

EDWARD E. DAVID, JR (left) who was chosen by President Nixon tq succeed
Lee A. DuBridge (right) as the President's science adviser, has been a Bell
Labs' administrator with interests in computers, acoustics and communications.
DuBridge, 69, retired from his post (effective 31 August) after 19 months of
service, saying "I have always been convinced I should retire well in advance
of my 70th birthday in 1971."

David, 45, was most recently executive director of Bell Labs' Research,
Communication Principles Division, which made him responsible for the Elec-
tronic Systems Research Laboratory, the Computing Science Research Center
and the Communication Principles Research Laboratory. He has worked in
communication theory, speech, hearing, speech recognition and processing,
vocoders and computing.

David joined Bell Labs after receiving an ScD in electrical engineering from
MIT. Last April he was elected to the National Academy of Sciences.

discussions today, we shorten the time
until this becomes 'an idea whose time
has come,' the next extension of the
historic process which began with pub-
licly funded primary-school education
for all."

Among views on science policy pre-
sented to the Subcommittee, Handler's
statement was notably specific on vari-
ous points. Handler would continue
the post-World War II tradition of
mission-agency research support, and
give up the search for "a rational for-
mula by which to establish how much
science should be supported . . . This
now seems an intrinsically unanswer-
able and probably meaningless ques-
tion." For "fundamental research,
whose relevance to agency missions is

not immediately discernible," Handler
suggested that the main funding level
criterion be simply the cost of utilizing
fully the research talents of the "na-
tional pool of available, truly compe-
tent scientists . . . I can only advocate
support of all the competent research
of which we are capable."

Handler would like to see universi-
ties undertake multidisciplinary, prob-
lem-oriented research on campus, but
in separate physical and administrative
units, and without damage to their
traditional disciplinary structures.

Handler opposes a "Department of
Science," but favors a federal agency,
built on NSF as a cornerstone, whose
principal mission is research and higher
education.

the physics community

Indians and Americans evaluate physics education in India

Less rigidity in physics curricula and
teaching and more applied research are
the prevailing recommendations of
aWt 60 Indian and US physicists
meeting to discuss physics education in
hdia. Norman Ramsey of Harvard
University headed the 18-member US
^legation attending the July confer-

ence in Kashmir, which was sponsored
by the Indian University Grants Com-
mission, its National Council for
Science Education, the US Agency for
International Development and the Na-
tional Science Foundation. The Indian
delegates were headed by B. Ramachan-
dra Rao of Andhra University.

Teaching procedures in undergrad-
uate and graduate school dominated
the meeting. In the present system, a
board of studies outside each school de-
termines course content and an annual
uniform final, given by external examin-
ers, evaluates each student. To create
greater flexibility, the conference advo-
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