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ty). speaking on pulsars and space re-
search; D. Allan Bromley (Yale) on
“New Things in Nuclear Physics;” Val
L. Fitch (Princeton) on time-reversal
invariance; Arthur Herschman (AIP)
on a national information system for
physics; and Arnold A. Strassenburg
(AIP) on a manpower survey of in-
dustry. The AIP speakers will invite
comments from the audience.

At the afternoon session speakers
will be Francis O. Schmitt (MIT) on
important aspects of biophysics; Rolf
Landauer (IBM) on the physics of the
computational process and Nicolaas
Bloembergen (Harvard) on nonlinear
optics.

AEC Will Give Used Nuclear-
Studies Equipment to Schools

The Atomic Energy Commission plans
to give colleges and universities used
nuclear-studies equipment it no longer
needs. The program will involve
$500 000 worth of equipment a year.

Among the items that may be do-
nated are radiation-detection, -monitor-
ing and -counting instruments, critical
and subcritical assemblies, pulsed neu-
tron generators and small accelerators.
Neutron sources and other radioactive
materials normally will not be includ-
ed.

Information is available from the
Director, Division of Nuclear Educa-
tion and Training, AEC, Washington,
D. C. 20545.

Manpower Studies Show
Physics Leveling Off

In some ways physics has stopped
growing: The number of undergrad-
uate and graduate physics majors has
stopped increasing, and the percentage
of physicists in the National Register
of Scientific and Technical Personnel
has been steady for the last eight
years. These are some of the conclu-
sions one can draw from the 1969 edi-
tion of Physics Manpower (American
Institute of Physics Publication No.
R-220, August 1969) just published.

Until 1966 both the physics under-
graduate enrollment and the ratio of
physics bachelor’s to total bachelor’s
degrees conferred were declining year
by year. Since then the enrollment
figure has leveled off, but the ratio
figure continues to decline. Mathe-
matics is the only physical science that
has attracted an increasing fraction of
bachelors.

PHYSICS TODAY

The percentage of physics bache-
lor's-degree recipients planning phys-
ics graduate study has declined for the
first time since 1964. Whereas in the
past at least 50% of new degree hold-
ers went directly to graduate school,
this year the fraction dropped to 44%,
and the fraction of new bachelors who
selected immediate employment rose
by 14%. According to Susanne D.
Ellis, supervisor of AIP manpower
studies, this change was undoubtedly
influenced by fear of being drafted.
However, the fraction of new physics
bachelors who actively joined the mili-
tary service rose only from 5% to 8%
for the class of 1968.

Graduate physics enrollment, after
reaching an all-time high in 1966-67,
has leveled off at 15 500. First-year
enrollment had its first decline in
1968-69, dropping by 8.6%, again,
because of the influence of the selec-
tive service.

Craduate physics degrees have in-
creased steadily over the ten-year peri-
od from 1958 to 1968. Over this
same period engineering and mathe-
matics showed the greatest percentage
increase in graduate degrees among
the physical sciences and engineering.

The number of physics bachelor’s
degrees conferred on women has in-
creased from 265 in 1960 to 275 in
1968, a change of less than 5%, where-
as the total number of bachelor’s de-
grees granted to women doubled.
Women make up 3.6% of the gradu-
ate physics population. In the US ap-
proximately 30% of all master’s de-
grees and 10% of all doctorates are

conferred on women. Among
physics masters fewer than 5%
women; chemistry, on the other ha
grants almost 20% of its master’s de.
grees to women.

In 1967 the graduate physics popu-
lation included 16% foreigners. As
ians make up 64% of the foreiﬁi
physics graduate students and 57% of
all foreign graduate students. Oply
5% of US students abroad study ﬂm
physical or the life sciences.

Since 1960 the number of physicists
in the National Register has been 11.
12%. Meanwhile the percentage of
chemists and biologists increased, ’

Visiting Privileges for |
Americans and Australians

Through arrangements made by the
American Institute of Physics, its mem-
ber societies and the Australian Inst:
tute of Physics have extended recip- -
rocal privileges for visiting foreign
members.  Visitors are entitled to
attend meetings and conferences
(paying the usual registration fees) of
each institute and its member so-
cieties, but cannot vote, hold office or
receive reduced subscription rates.
To contribute a paper at a society
meeting one must either be a member
of the society or sponsored by a mem-
ber, unless the individual has beenin-
vited to give a paper.

Although this is the first such for-
mal agreement for AIP, the Australian
Institute of Physics has similar agree-
ments with the UK, Canada and South
Africa.
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IN BRIEF

Jay Orear tells us that in reporting the
annual business meeting of the
American Physical Society (PHysICS
TopAY, April 1969, page 85), we
should have said that Orear predict-
ed that the Particles and Fields Di-
vision would completely pull out of
the Chicago meeting on the basis of
action taken at the Division business
meeting that morning.

The American Physical Society Divi-
sion of High-Polymer Physics cele-
brated its 25th anniversary and
marked the occasion with a two-dec-
ade review of polymer physics and
a look at the direction of current re-
search. The division was founded
on 23-24 June 1944,

The Fine Particle Society has been
established for scientists concerned

h

with the physical and chemical
properties of particulate matter.
Information can be obtained from
the society at Box 671, Wharton,
N.]. 07885.

Foundations of Physics, a qu&rtﬁdy
journal presenting articles on the
philosophical bases of current f
cal theories and procedures, |
published starting in 1970
num Publishing Corp. H
genau of Yale and Wolf
grau of the University o
will be editors.

Technical Operations of
Mass., has acquired Jo
Co of Team Valley,
England. Joyce, Loebl an
sidiaries in London and Par
ufacture scientific instrum




