
Difficulties of relocation
The American Physical Society Coun-
cil states that the 1970 annual meeting
cannot be relocated at this late date.
They further state their opinion that
the move would be a political action.
Many argue that APS is, has been and
should be apolitical. I tend to agree.
On the other hand, physicists, as indi-
viduals should not be apolitical. Those
who found Mayor Daley's actions at
the Democratic Convention arrogant,
heinous and antidemocratic have a
clear and direct means of protest: It is
not too late to cancel reservations,
withdraw abstracts and refuse lecture
invitations. I, for one, shall not appear
at Chicago in person or in print.

THOMAS B. W. KIRK
Cambridge, Massachusetts

A REPLY FOR APS: The editor has given
me an opportunity to comment on
Thomas Kirk's letter, and I will do so
for two reasons: (1) I agree with
everything he says except his last sen-
tence. If I agreed with that statement,
the last council vote on the annual
meeting would not have reaffirmed the
Chicago site unanimously. And also, I
would not now be the APS president.
(2) The council was informed by staff
members of APS and American Insti-
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Proposition

Should the Council of The American
Physical Society reverse its decision to
hold the Annual Meeting of the Society
in Chicago in 1970 as now scheduled?

CHECK ONE

Q I believe the Council should reverse
its decision and not hold the Annual
Meeting in Chicago in 1970.

Q I believe the Council should not re-
verse its decision and should hold the
1970 Annual Meeting in Chicago as
scheduled.

THIS PROPOSITION SHOULD BE VOTED
UPON AND RECEIVED BY THE TELLERS
PRIOR TO 9 APRIL 1969.

Important

LETTERS

tute of Physics with extensive experi-
ence in convention management and
many personal contacts in the hotel fra-
ternity that the annual meeting could
not be moved without changing its
character rather severely. We were ad-
vised that the 40 000 square feet of
exhibition space we normally require
was unobtainable without a lead time
of at least two years. Speaking only for
myself, I can say I am embarrassed to
learn, through the courtesy of Jay
Orear, that the staff work was both in-
complete and incorrect. But having
listened to the arguments in the coun-
cil, I feel confident that the knowledge
that Cleveland could take care of our
requirements would not have per-
suaded the council to move the meet-
ing from Chicago to Cleveland. I will
make no predictions concerning the
council's decision at the end of April,
when we will have an accurate measure
of the feelings of the members of the
society, as well as an alternative loca-
tion available. I can only assure the
members of the society that the council
will discharge to the best of its ability
its constitutional responsibility to rep-
resent all of the members of the society.

Luis W. ALVAREZ
President, APS

Purposes of universities
Upon reading your editorial ("D.
Phys. or D. Phil.?") in the January
PHYSICS TODAY I was struck again—as
I have been times before—by the
strange assumption most North Amer-
icans seem to take as gospel truth:
that only by a "liberal" university
education, as distinct from a special-
ized one, can a person become broadly
educated.

Now although I received my high-
school education in Germany, I did al-
most all my university work in Can-
ada and never took any nonscience
course for credit at the university lev-
el. In spite of that, even my colleagues
in the faculty of arts consider me well
educated. I am familiar with English,
American, German, French and Rus-
sian history and literature. Plato,
Kant, Hegel, Leibnitz, Spinoza,
Hume, Locke, Bergson, Whitehead,
Russell and Wittgenstein are not
strangers to me. Neither are Marx,

The E-1
Monochromator
Heart of a wide range
spectrometer series
from Perkin-Elmer

The E-1 is the nucleus of a whole
new series of building-block spec-
trometers. It covers the UV to mid-IR
range from 200m/x to 40/*.

You can buy the Model E-1 as a
simple, manually operated mono-
chromator, or as part of a complete
high-performance spectrometer. We
supply four standard integrated sys-
tems: E-11: UV-VIS from 2000A to IM

E-12: NIR from 1 to 2.5/x. E-13: Mid-
IR from 2 to 40M. E-14: The entire
range from 2000A to 40/x.

The Ebert system of mounting was
selected to give maximum resolution
and light-gathering power, and yet
maintain a compact size.

Abscissa presentation is linear in
wavelength or wave number and is
extremely precise. To achieve this,
we developed a barrel cam to form a
spiraling sine or cosecant function.

You can select either single or
double-pass optical path, the latter
doubling dispersion. In double-pass
operation, the stray light is reduced
to a minimum. You can also elect to
chop internally or externally at vari-
ous chopping frequencies.

Electronics are solid-state.

Sample NH3

Path 1 meter

Pressure 4mm

Geometric Slit 290 microns

Source-IR Glower

Detector-Thermocouple

O »

An infrared scan of NH3 demonstrates a half-
band width of 0.1 cm-i.

For details contact your local Per-
kin-Elmer representative or write to:
Instrument Division, Perkin-Elmer
Corporation, 736 Main Avenue, Nor-
walk, Conn. 06852.
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