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stands simultaneously with an attack
on it written by David R. Saunders, a
psychologist dismissed from the Con-
don staff, and R. Roger Harkins, a
Colorado newsman. Entitled UFOs?
Yes! Where the Condon Committee
Went Wrong, it was published as a
paperback by New American Library.

At the same time, perhaps in anti-
cipation of still further studies, the
Library of Congress released a UFO
bibliography listing more than 1600
references.

The Condon study was not the first
undertaken by scientists. In 1953 the
Central Intelligence Agency convened
a panel headed by the late H. P. Rob-
ertson of the California Institute of
Technology. Its members included
Samuel A. Goudsmit, Luis W. Alvarez,
Lloyd V. Berkner and Thornton Page.
The panel found no threat to US se-
curity nor any evidence of foreign
origin. Its report was not declassified
until 1966, however.

Condon knew before he started that
he was in for a fight, but still was sur-
prised by the vehemence of the oppo-
sition. "Had I known of the extent of
the emotional commitment of the UFO
believers and the extremes of conduct
to which their faith can lead them," he
wrote in the report, "I certainly would
have never undertaken the study."

To give the Condon report added
stature, the Air Force asked the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences to review
it before its release. Gerald M. Clem-
ence of Yale, former scientific director
of the Naval Observatory, was chair-
man. Panel members included H.
Richard Crane and David M. Dennison
of the University of Michigan, H. Kef-
fer Hartline of Rockefeller University
and William W. Rubey of UCLA. The
panel found that the Condon team had
made a "very creditable effort to apply
objectively the relevant techniques of
science to the solution of the UFO
problem." It concurred with Condon's
recommendation that no high priority
for further UFO investigation is war-
ranted.

For flying-saucer enthusiasts, the
final sentence of the panel's report was
harsh news: "On the basis of present
knowledge the least likely explanation
of UFOs is the hypothesis of extrater-
restrial visitations by intelligent be-
ings."

The Air Force ordered the Condon
study in the hopes of allaying public
fears and suspicions about UFOs. In
particular the Air Force hoped to re-
fute the charge that it was concealing
information. Bantam Books ordered an
initial press run of 200 000 copies.
Whether wide circulation will help
settle the argument or only intensify
it remains to be seen.

US Scientists Earned Median Salary of $13 200 in 1968

Median salaries for US scientists rose
$1200 (about 10%) from 1966 to
1968, according to the National Sci-
ence Foundation. The median salary in
1968 was $13 200.

Self-employed scientists reported
the highest median, $18 000. Next
came those employed by industry and

nonprofit institutions, who earned
$14 700. Scientists in the federal gov-
ernment reported the same median
salary, $13 500, as that for all scientists.

In industry, physicists earned a
median salary of $16 200, surpassed
only by economists, mathematicians
and psychologists. Physicists earned the

IN BRIEF

The National Bureau of Standards has
combined all its units that gather,
analyze and publish scientific infor-
mation under an associate director
for information programs. Edward
L. Brady, a physical chemist who
had been chief of the Office of
Standard Reference Data, was
named to the new post.

The Physics Bulletin was offered to
the public for the first time with the
January issue. The monthly maga-
zine is published by The Institute
of Physics and The Physical Society

in London. The subscription rate
for North America is $8.40.

A two-hour lecture film, "The Trans-
uranium Elements," featuring Glenn
T. Seaborg is available for free
loan or purchase from the Atomic
Energy Commission.

Two new bimonthly physics journals
are offered by Plenum Publishing
Corp. The Journal of Low Tempera-
ture Physics is edited by John Daunt
of Stevens Institute of Technology;
the Journal of Statistical Physics is
edited by Howard Reiss of UCLA.

GREAT
GATEXALVE
So far as we know, this is the
only 6-inch, all-metal gate valve
for ultra high vacuum that really
works. Probably because ours
is a new design that closes
under air pressure, naturally
distributed, rather than mechan-
ical force. It's in-line, bakeable
to 450°C, non-magnetic,
requires no lubrication, and
performs reliably in radiation
environments. The copper seat,
is good for many, many clo-
sures, but when it has to be
replaced you can do it quickly.
Let us send you detailed infor-
mation. While you're at it, ask
about any other accessory for
accelerators. We have almost
everything.

HIGH VOLTAGE ENGINEERING

EQUIPMENT DIVISION, Burlington,
Mass. 01803 • Suppliers of
accelerator accessories: scattering
chambers, beam profile monitors,
electrostatic steerers, NMR flux-
meters, beam line plumbing,
radiation-resistant metal seals,
Mossbauer cryostats and furnaces,
targets, complete beam-handling
systems, standard and custom
electromagnets, sources.
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