
STATE AND SOCIETY

NAS Names Ruhey Director
Of Lunar Science Institute

The National Academy of Sciences has
named geophysicist William W. Rubey
of the University of California at Los
Angeles director of its Lunar Science
Institute. The academy still hopes,
however, to turn the institute over to a
university group, possibly before 1 Jan.

The institute will be located outside
the gates of the Lunar Receiving Lab-
oratory now being prepared by NASA
at the Manned Spacecraft Center in
Houston. The academy is spending a
$582 000 NASA grant and extra NASA
funds to convert the old West Mansion
on Rice University property into a
study and conference center. It is ex-
pected to be ready for use by Septem-
ber, well before the first sample of
lunar material is brought back to Hous-
ton. Analysis of data from Orbiter and
Surveyor missions will be performed as
well. '

Acting on the advice of its com-
mittee on NASA-university relations,
headed by Guyford Stever of Car-
negie-Mellon University, the academy
is trying to make it possible for scien-
tists to work at the Houston center
without giving up their university affil-
iations to become government em-
ployees.

In a statement last spring, the acad-
emy said the institute could "be of
value in developing patterns of active
university cooperation with the scien-
tific programs of the national space ef-

RESONANCES

Lee A. DuBridge will be science adviser to President Nixon. The 67-year-old
president of the California Institute of Technology had planned
to retire in June but will wind up his affairs in Pasadena before
the inauguration 20 Jan. Both Nixon and DuBridge told a news
conference in New York they hoped to reverse the trend of de-
clining federal support for basic research. Nixon told newsmen
he had not decided whether DuBridge would be given the other
three jobs that in the past have gone with the science-adviser
post: the chairmanships of the Office of Science and Technol-
ogy, the President's Science Advisory Committee, and the Fed-
eral Council on Science and Technology. DuBridge, director of
the radiation laboratory at MIT during the Second World War,
was president of the American Physical Society in 1947.

Two presidential science task forces, both directed by physicists, will help
DuBridge recommend new programs to Nixon. Charles H.
Townes heads one on space; DuBridge said the question of what
to do in space after the Apollo moon program is one of the most
urgent facing the new administration. H. Guyford Stever will
direct a second task force on science in general.

fort and making results of this research
more accessible to the scientific com-
munity."

The academy's involvement began
in May 1967 when President Frederick
Seitz invited the presidents of 49 uni-
versities to discuss a NASA request for
help in organizing research with lunar
samples. Nearly a year later President
Johnson announced plans for the in-
stitute during a visit to Houston with
Seitz and James E. Webb, then NASA
director. Last summer the academy
tried unsuccessfully to have a con-
sortium take it over. By the end of
October time was growing short and
Rubey was named director.

Rubey has been professor of geology
and geophysics at UCLA since leav-
ing the US Geological Survey after a

38-year career. He has been a mem-
ber of the academy since 1945, was
chairman of the National Research
Council from 1951 to 1954 and was a
member of the National Science Board
from 1961 to 1966. During his tenure
in Houston, he also will serve as ad-
junct professor of geology at Rice.
Rubey will continue his half-time pro-
fessorship at UCLA.

When the institute becomes a going
concern, it is expected to have a per-
manent staff of 10 to 20 with another
10 to 20 scientists visiting at any one
time. Managerial responsibilities will
be subcontracted to Rice. The insti-
tute will have no labs of its own but
will include photo-study equipment,
computer consoles and a library.

—JPW

RUBEY

IBO Develops International Physics Syllabus and Exam

A high-school physics syllabus that
would prepare students for universi-
ties throughout the world is under de-
velopment by the International Bac-
calaureate Office, headquartered in
Geneva. This year, three international
secondary schools are experimenting
with a common physics curriculum,

and in Britain the first IBO trial phys-
ics exam has recently been carried out.

The physics syllabus is one of sev-
eral courses that will make up the bac-
calaureate. Such courses are intended
to prepare students at international
schools for varied national university
requirements. "They may also have
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