LETTERS

possible.  AIP and other societies,
therefore, agreed to act as contractors
to the government for this activity.

In spite of this agreement, how-
ever, one should not assume that AIP
is any more in favor of all, or any,
policies of our government than are
various industrial and business firms
or their employees who act in one or
another capacity as contractors to
some government agency. Instead,
one should assume that ATP as a fed-
eration of scientific societies under-
takes activity under contract to the
government on a nonpolitical, techni-
cal basis for the benefit of its mem-
ber societies and members. Therefore
we at AIP do not feel that our par-
ticipation in the National Register in
any way compromises the indepen-
dence of AIP as a private, nonpoliti-
cal, scientific organization,

We trust that this letter will help
to clarify the position of AIP and to
allay any misgivings that may have
arisen about our involvement with the
National Register.

H. WiLLiant Kocu
Dircctor,
American Institute of Physics

Credit where credit due

Your reviewer, John Scott, criticized
with considerable relish many features
of “Vol. 4, Methods of Experimental
Physics.” The author index, for ex-
ample, was “carelessly put together”
with “misspellings or confusion over
mitials,” Apparently the disease was
catching, since the reviewer himself
identified the wrong authors.

The section on secondary electron
emission was written by me. If my
section had fared less well in the re-
view, I would be happy to forget the
whole matter, but it is disconraging
to have it termed “excellent” and
credited to somebody else.

N. Rey WHETTEN

General Electrie, Schenectady, N. Y.

Foundation can’t help

While it is perhaps flattering to be in-
cluded with the Ford Foundation as
one of the “rich private foundations”
to which scientists are directed by
Representative Craig Hosmer (PHYS-
Ics TopAy, June, page 23), I feel it
important to make it clear, before our
doors are battered down, that Re-
search Corporation hardly falls within

spectral response
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multiplier-phototube

The new 541N-09 multiplier-
phototube from EMR Photoelec
tric has the extra bandwidth
necessary to deliver useful re-
sponse across an exceptionally
broad spectral range from 6000
Ato 1100 A in the far UV. A typical
quantum efficiency of 10 percent or
more over a major portion of the band,
coupled with low dark current of

25x10-'""A at a gain of one mil-
lion, yields more data from a sin-
gle tube. A magnesium fluoride
window minimizes spurious ra

diation effects. Our 541N-09,
with the same rugged vertebrate
tube structure proven in Lunar Orbiter,
A TS and many other missions, is
fully space qualified —a logical choice
for broader spectral harizons
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