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informed of the arguments pro and
con through the discussion in pHYSICS
topay and thal an expression of a
council opinion might be considered
unfairly prejudicial to the vote. The
alternative view was that the council
has the responsibility as the elected
representatives of the membership to
study carefully questions which may
have an effect on the future of the
society and inform the membership of
its position. In a split vote, the latter
view prevailed.

The council decided that its state-
ment should reflect the differences in
opinion as to whether or the
council should take a position and
should be in the form of a separate
communication rather than be ;11;151‘(]
in the instructional letter accompany-
ing the ballot. It was not possible to
publish the statement in the Bulletin
or in PHYSICS TopAY without delaying
into the
After being informed that a separate
mailing would cost over $2000, the
council decided to send the statement
in the same envelope as the ballot.

not

the vote summer period.

In view of questions raised, this econ-
omy move was perhaps unwise,
guidance in future
cases, the council plans to review pro-
cedures for dealing with amendments
submitted by petition of 1% of the
members. It will welcome suggestions
members may have for handling such
cases in the long term best interest of
the society.

For possible

JouN BARDEEN

President, APS

W. W. Havens, JRr
Executive Secretary, APS

AIP as an arm of government

A while ago I received a letter solicit-
ing my cooperation with the National
Register of Scientific and Technical
Personnel.  Among other things it
states, “Your cotperation and assis-
tance are vital to the maintenance of a
useful National Register which is nsed
not only to obtain an up-to-date profile
of our profession, but to identify those
whose special knowledge and ability
might suddenly be of paramount im-
portance to our nation (my italics).

[ do not particularly want to discuss
the pros and cons of the National
Register. The maintenance of such a
register is a legitimate activity of gov-
emment, and were 1 to receive the
aforementioned letter from the De-

fense Department or the National Sci-
ence Foundation, I would not give it
a second thought
AlP was
sirned by the director of AIP and en-
closed a returm envelope addressed to
AlP,

Since | US eitizen bul
merely an expatriate Englishman, il

This letter, how-

ever, was on notepaper,

am not a
may be that my perspective is con-
fused. It seems Lo me, however, that
il the American Physical Society is to
remain remote from politics, as T be-
lieve it should, then AIP, of

APS is a large component part, should

which

not participate directly in governmen-
tal activity,

It really boils down to whether ATP
is primarily an organization of physi-
cists. most of whom h:lppl‘n to be
Americans, or rather an organization
of Americans who happen to be physi-
If the latter, then acting as an
arm of the US government, together
the po-
litical debate, might indeed be appro-

cists.

with necessary concomitant

priate, I, however, would not wish to
helong to such an organization.

R. F, LEvEr

Putnam Valley, N. Y.

Tue AIP pIRECTOR REPLIES: We wel-
come this opportunity to answer this
protest with regard to the coopera-
tion of the American Institute of Phys-
ics with the National Science Founda-
tion in maintaining the Physics and
Astronomy Section of the National
Register.

Lever and we do seem to be agreed
that the National Register is a legiti-
mate activity of the government. In
addition, we feel that it is the source
of the most the
scientific community available and, as

authentic data on
such, is a most desirable activity.

Prior to the establishment of the
National Science rosters
of scientific and engineering personnel
were assembled by the Office of Naval
Research and the federal Office of
Ednecation. The shortcomings of this
procedure were soon apparent and
the Foundation recognized that a co-
operative effort between the govern-
ment (NSF) and the scientific so-
cieties was the most efficient way to
get the job done. The societies have
access to information, such as current
addresses of their members, that are
difficult for government to maintain,
The societies, for their part, foresaw
the advantages of having available to
better profiles of pro-
than had been

Foundation,

them their

fessions ever before

Signal
averaging...

plus

® 10 ysec. sweep speed

® 800 or 4000 addresses

® 4-input histograms

® Integration and
differentiation

® Auto-andcrosscorrelation

Physioscope is more than a
fast 4-input signal averager.
For amplitude, peak amplitude,
time or time interval histogram
computing, simply insert the
appropriate program plug—no
auxiliary modules needed.
Also included as standard
features are pushbutton
integration, differentiation,
normalizing, preset sweep
counting and selective readout.

Interested in on-line correla-
tion? Just add a single module.
Modular design and built-in
computation capabilities make
the Physioscope the most
economical full capability
statistical data processor on
the market. For full
details, contact:

INTERTECHNIQUE
INSTRUMENTS INC.

Randolph Industrial Park/ Dover, N, J. 07801
TEL (201) 361-5550 » (212) 267-1638

Affiltates in

France, Germany, United Kingdom and Sweden
Representalives throughout the world

WORLD'S LARGEST PRODUCER OF
MULTICHANNEL ANALYZERS
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Single layer MgF, coated optics

Contrast improvement
with OCLI
HEA coatings

MgF, HEA

The position of the glare source was changed
to show variance of stray light
— which is signiticantly reduced in the HEA frames.

OCL

OPTICAL COATING
LABORATORY, INC.

Multilayer HEA coated optics

OCLI's High Efficiency Antireflection (HEA*) coatings
can greatly increase image brightness over MgF; coating,
depending on the number of elements in the optical
system.

But very often the most striking difference is the marked
improvement in contrast.

The scene above was photographed with a Honeywell
Pentax under identical conditions except that in one case
an HEA coated 15-element zoom lens was used. The
photographs were taken at night, and all exposures were
made at f4.5 on Kodak TRI-X film at approximately 20
meters from the scene. The interior of the garage was
illuminated from within by two 100-watt lamps which were
hidden from view. A glare source was present in the form
of a 150-watt PAR lamp pointing directly at the camera.

The reduction of stray light and improved contrast
exhibited by the HEA optic is quite apparent. (See, for
example, the garage window.) And contrast can be
improved even further than shown here depending on the
lighting conditions and the particular type and number
of elements coated,

MgF, HEA

HEA coatings can be applied to a variety of optical
materials, and are ideally suited for optical systems
designed for field, flight or space applications.

For an analysis of the improved performance to be
expected by using HEA coatings on your optical system,
call or write.

P.O. Box 1599, Santa Rosa, Calif. 95403 » Teletype 510-744-2083 + Telephone 707-545-6440
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possible.  AIP and other societies,
therefore, agreed to act as contractors
to the government for this activity.

In spite of this agreement, how-
ever, one should not assume that AIP
is any more in favor of all, or any,
policies of our government than are
various industrial and business firms
or their employees who act in one or
another capacity as contractors to
some government agency. Instead,
one should assume that ATP as a fed-
eration of scientific societies under-
takes activity under contract to the
government on a nonpolitical, techni-
cal basis for the benefit of its mem-
ber societies and members. Therefore
we at AIP do not feel that our par-
ticipation in the National Register in
any way compromises the indepen-
dence of AIP as a private, nonpoliti-
cal, scientific organization,

We trust that this letter will help
to clarify the position of AIP and to
allay any misgivings that may have
arisen about our involvement with the
National Register.

H. WiLLiant Kocu
Dircctor,
American Institute of Physics

Credit where credit due

Your reviewer, John Scott, criticized
with considerable relish many features
of “Vol. 4, Methods of Experimental
Physics.” The author index, for ex-
ample, was “carelessly put together”
with “misspellings or confusion over
mitials,” Apparently the disease was
catching, since the reviewer himself
identified the wrong authors.

The section on secondary electron
emission was written by me. If my
section had fared less well in the re-
view, I would be happy to forget the
whole matter, but it is disconraging
to have it termed “excellent” and
credited to somebody else.

N. Rey WHETTEN

General Electrie, Schenectady, N. Y.

Foundation can’t help

While it is perhaps flattering to be in-
cluded with the Ford Foundation as
one of the “rich private foundations”
to which scientists are directed by
Representative Craig Hosmer (PHYS-
Ics TopAy, June, page 23), I feel it
important to make it clear, before our
doors are battered down, that Re-
search Corporation hardly falls within

spectral response
inasingle
multiplier-phototube

The new 541N-09 multiplier-
phototube from EMR Photoelec
tric has the extra bandwidth
necessary to deliver useful re-
sponse across an exceptionally
broad spectral range from 6000
Ato 1100 A in the far UV. A typical
quantum efficiency of 10 percent or
more over a major portion of the band,
coupled with low dark current of

25x10-'""A at a gain of one mil-
lion, yields more data from a sin-
gle tube. A magnesium fluoride
window minimizes spurious ra

diation effects. Our 541N-09,
with the same rugged vertebrate
tube structure proven in Lunar Orbiter,
A TS and many other missions, is
fully space qualified —a logical choice
for broader spectral harizons
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