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to the Senate-passed bill instituting a
10% income tax surcharge and a $6-
billion spending cut would have re-
stored the tax-free status of advertising
income of publications of tax-exempt
institutions. The Internal Revenue
Service has ruled that such income is
taxable and this ruling affects such
magazines as the National Geographic
and PHYSICS TODAY. The rider did not
survive Senate-House conference.

The bill to reorganize NiSF cleared
the Senate late in May with limited
changes from the House version passed
last year. It would push NSF toward
increased support of social sciences
and applied research. It would also
relieve the National Science Board of
operating responsibility for NSF and
establish NSB as formulator of a na-
tional science policy.

Economies caused by the $6-billion
spending cut will hit science and re-
search programs already approved.
Science officials fear, with defense
projects having high priority and other
government programs being politically
untouchable, that science will be sacri-
ficed first. But, one congressional ob-
server pointed out, perhaps it is better
for science to be chopped now than
for the entire economy, science along
with it, to be damaged for years to
come by not achieving a surtax this
year. - J J

Visiting Physicist Program
Expands in Its Twelfth Year

The Visiting Scientists Program in
Physics enters its 12th year in Septem-

| ber on the upswing after its financial
support by the National Science Foun-
dation had been cut almost in half dur-
ing 1967-68.

During 1966-67 the p rogram
reached its peak when the NSF pro-
vided the necessary funds for 280

| visits. The reduced NSF budget that
cut the number of visits to 140 in
1967-68 was due to the reduction in
congressional support for NSF. The
increase for the coming year, reflected
in a 1968-69 budget of almost $27
000, will allow physicists to visit about
170 institutions.

The visiting physicists program is a
joint venture of the American Associa-
tion of Physics Teachers and the
American Institute of Physics, adminis-
tered by Mark W. Zemansky, AAPT
executive secretary. The two organi-
zations as sponsors pay travel expenses

and an honorarium of $50 for each
day spent on campus. The host insti-
tutions provide meals and lodgings for
the visitors.

Under the program, small liberal-
arts colleges that have a physics-major
program but no graduate program
benefit from the experience of physi-
cists who have been active in research,
teaching and administration.

The selection of a particular physi-
cist to visit a participating college is
made after careful consideration has
been given to the wishes of both the
college and the visitor. The matching
of visitor to college takes in the needs
of the college and the visitor's avail-
ability and field of research.

Applications requesting participa-
tion in the 1968-69 Visiting Scientists
Program will be mailed to physics de-
partment chairmen early in Septem-
ber. The completed participation re-
quest form should be returned to the
Visiting Scientists office at AIP before
1 Oct.

Constitution, Budget Adopted
For European Physical Society

Further progress toward the establish-
ment of the European Physical Society
was made in Prague early last month
when 60 delegates from 18 countries
met and adopted a constitution and a
preliminary 1969 budget. Present
plans call for the formal foundation of
the society in Geneva during a business
meeting scheduled for 25-26 Sept.
The inaugural general conference is
planned for 8-11 April in Florence.

The meeting in Prague was the
fourth for the steering committee that
is working to bring the society into ex-
istence (PHYSICS TODAY, October, page
81). The committee has its head-
quarters at the Ecole de Physique de
l'Universite in Geneva and is repre-
sented at the Institute of Physics and
the Physical Society in London. The
group plans to establish an office in
Prague too. Publication of a news-
letter will start soon and by 1971 the
society will have a general readership
journal similar to PHYSICS TODAY.

L. Etienne Amberg, scientific secre-
tary of the steering committee, reports
that an interim executive committee
will be elected in Geneva in Septem-
ber. This committee will prepare for
the general assembly in April during
which the first council and first execu-
tive committee will be elected.

A scientific meeting will accompany
the Florence business session. Papers

CAN YOU COUNT
ON YOUR

EFFICIENCY?

If you buy Ge(Li) detectors on a basis
of volume (30 cc, say), you probably
are not receiving true value. What
you're really interested in is: "How
many gamma rays of a given energy
will be counted in a given period of
time?" Nuclear Diodes guarantees a
"Relative Peak Efficiency" which is a
figure of merit everyone can under-
stand and verify in his own laboratory.
Here is what we mean:
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of counts per unit
time, from a Ge(Li)
detector and a
3" x 3" Nal crystal,
1.33 meV gammas.

If you want a Ge(Li) detector with the
best possible combination of guaran-
teed, meaningful, and honest specifi-
cations, contact us.

Telephone: 312 - 634-3870
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