
A place to be heard

The Schwartz amendment and the de-
bate thereon were unfortunate because
member attention was diverted from
the important issue, member aliena-
tion. We should not debate or vote
on political or public issues that possess
little or no scientific implication.

But there are public questions, I
submit, that could be the proper prov-
ince of American Physical Society dis-
cussion because they heavily involve
science and the scientific community.
The real issue is that there is not only
no mechanism within the APS to dis-
cuss these questions, there is even no
mechanism to decide whether to dis-
cuss them. There is the Committee
on Physics and Society (COMPAS)

within the American Institute of Phys-
ics, but my impression so far is that it
has had little interaction with most of
the APS membership and indeed has
so far remained invisible. I don't
want to "vote" on the Weston location,
for example, but I certainly want
some place to express my opinion
within APS, where I know that I will
be heard and can judge the results.

As Robert Cairns noted in his letter
here in the March issue of PHYSICS

TODAY, the American Chemical Society
has formed a continuing committee
especially to examine questions that
embrace science and public policy. It
actively receives, by way of open
meetings, member opinion on suitable
topics. I urge that APS adopt a simi-
lar mechanism. Such a group would
be free to examine any question and
make any recommendation. If APS
councilors will trust this group not to
make irresponsible pronouncements
concerning the war, I will trust it to
take my suggestions seriously. I must
say that such mutual feelings of trust
do not appear currently to obtain be-
tween the APS Council and the mem-
bership.

DAVID M. WETSTONE

Hartford, Connecticut

Declining interest, 1699
It will not be long before we have
figures for the new academic year on
the enrollment of students majoring in
physics. The release of these figures

LETTERS

will no doubt lead to a continuation of
the debate on whether young people
are losing interest in the physical sci-
ences. I would like to point out that
in 1699 Gottfried Wilhelm von Leib-
nitz wrote a letter to the mathemati-
cian John Wallis in which he says that
interest in the physical sciences seems
to lie declining, commenting that ". . .
very few of our juniors are ambitious
to attain the glory of their predeces-
sors." Wallis replied to Leibnitz as
follows:

Oxon, April 20, 1699.
"Sir, What you complain of, that

the sublimer studies are not now
pursued so eagerly as formerly, and
nature has fewer diligent observ-
ers, may be in some measure true;
but it is not to be wondered at that
the studies of men should have their
vicissitudes like all other things.
Doubtless in the present age, which
is now drawing to a period, knowl-
edge of all kinds lias experienced
very great and even unhoped for
improvements, as physics, medicine,
chemistry, anatomy, botany, mathe-
matics, geometry, analytics, astron-
omy, geography, navigation, me-
chanics, and even, what I least re-
joice at, the art of war; and indeed
far greater than for many ages be-
fore. For formerly men seemed to
aim at nothing more than to under-
stand what had been delivered by
Euclid, Aristotle, and the rest of the
ancients; having little concern about
making any further progress, as if
they had established the limits of
the sciences, which it might be pre-
sumptuous to extend. But after
some few had ventured to look fur-
ther, others were thence encouraged
to enter the wide field of the sci-
ences. Thus a new ardour, a new
effort, urged them to attempt new
things, and indeed not without suc-
cess. But when the novelty ceased,
this new ardour gradually declined.
Many of the diligent scrutinizers of
nature are dead, and others must
soon follow them; and the novelty
of the subject will no longer, as be-
fore, excite the young men to tread
in the steps of their predecessors.

"The matter also itself was great,
but is now partly exhausted; so that
a harvest is not to be expected, but
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RESSURE IN TOHR

260 tilers I second
1-2 x 10-'ton

LOW PROFILE
Welch Turbo-Molecular
ultra-high vacuum
pumping unit
Now, just 36V low instead of the 43V
height of previous models, the new 3102D
turbo-molecular pumping unit is mounted
on large, easy rolling casters and is
equipped with jack screws for leveling
and height adjustments. The control panel
is conveniently adjacent to the pump.
The unit is equipped with a by-pass
pump down line to permit more rapid
rough down of the system.

The Welch 3102D is the mostfoolproof,
efficient, compact 260 L/S pumping unit
ever available. Check its dimensions and
capabilities carefully. You'll easily recog-
nize many advantages the 3102D turbo
unit offers over other high vacuum
pumping methods.

WELCH TURBO-MOLECULAR PUMPS . . .
. . .are non-contaminating
to the system and are self-
cleaning

. . . use no pumping fluids

. . . do not permit back
streaming of fore pump or
lubricating oils

.. . will effectively remove
hydrocarbons which may
be present in the vacuum
system or which may result
from the process

. . . pump all gases, includ-

ing the nobles

. . . offer easy leak detec-
tion-pump helium without
danger of rejection

. . . are not damaged by
exposure to high pressure
— recover rapidly after ex-
posure

. . .won't become satur-
ated or overloaded —won't
"bury" gases, so cannot re-
eject them into the system.

WRITE TODAY or call 312/677-0600 for
full information, dimensions and prices.

WELCH

VACUUM PUMPS
SARGENT-WELCH SCIENTIFIC CO.

7300 N. Under Ave., Skokie, III. 60076

PHYSICS TODAY • DECEMBER 1968 • 9


