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Organized Labor Beckons
To the Physics Profession

In big-city universities and private
research laboratories, the AFL-CIO
is mounting a strong drive to gain
support from physicists and other
segments of the scientific community
traditionally opposed to unionism.
Meanwhile at Berkeley and other de-
partments, physics teachers who parti-
cipated in work stoppages have been
criticized by many of their colleagues.

Whys and why nots. "When a
steamfitter or teamster begins to earn
as much money as a PhD physics in-
structor," says Carl Megel of AFL-
CIO, "professional unionism is going
to get results." Megel, a former high-
school physics teacher and 1954-62
president of the American Federation
of Teachers, has just been named ex-
ecutive secretary of the newly founded
Council of AFL-CIO Unions for Pro-
fessional, Scientific and Cultural Em-
ployees. The council, representing 17
unions with over three million mem-
bers (including almost half a mil-
lion teachers, engineers and scien-
tists), is trying to publicize an attrac-
tive image of unionism that will en-
courage professional scientists to join a
union. "We want to show scientists
the merits of collective bargaining for
higher salaries, guarantees of academ-
ic freedom, better working conditions
and job security," Megel told PHYSICS

TODAY. "We also think the science
community could profit from some
kind of grass-roots representation in
Washington with other labor groups."

Union spokesmen point out that
largely through automation, industrial
and craft union membership have de-
clined in the last few years. At the
same time the number of professional
workers has greatly increased. With
skilled-labor wages approaching those
of teachers and other professionals and
with the submergence of scientists into
the large body of industrial workers,
organized labor believes the time is
ripe for a concerted effort to enlist sci-
entists. Thus far only a scattering of
industrial physicists are members of
locals in such unions as the United

RESONANCES

Extension of the draft act for four years has won overwhelming
Senate approval. The Senate left to the President the
power to carry out his stated object of ending most
graduate-student and occupational deferments. Ob-
servers say the House will go along with the Senate and
that current graduate students will probably be liable
to the draft when they complete their MS or PhD.

A $31 million cut in the NSF budget authorized for fiscal 1968 has
been made by the House Appropriations Committee.
The $495 million National Science Foundation appro-
priation remaining after the cut, if approved by the full
House and Senate, will be $15 million over last year.
The reduction, say NSF sources, will force the founda-
tion to retrench some programs in the physical sciences
while maintaining NSF growth in the social sciences.

Civil rights is holding up 200-GeV site approval, say many sources.
Rep. Erlenborn (R-Ill.), for example, has charged that
the Administration is using the Weston site as a "$300
million bribe" to coax the Illinois General Assembly to
pass a state open-housing statute. Meanwhile a sub-
committee of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy
has recommended an intensity of 3 X 1013 protons per
pulse for the accelerator and a 300-GeV design option.

Auto Workers, American Federation
of Technical Engineers and Associa-
tion of Scientists and Engineering Per-
sonnel. "We have to overcome the
historic opposition of professionals to
unionism," says Charles Cogen, presi-
dent of AFT. And in a sample of
opinion at a recent American Physical
Society meeting, PHYSICS TODAY found
a general distaste for the idea of
unions coupled with recognition of
some of its benefits. For example a
solid-state physicist from Boston said,
"Joining a union doesn't seem quite in
the spirit of things, but it might be the
only way out economically." And a
low-temperature scientist noted, "I
don't like it at all. It's against what I
stand for as a scientist. But I have a
large family, and if the unions dis-
played effectiveness with the teachers
I might be persuaded to join one."

Teacher union. Cogen and other
union officials realize that many scien-
tists will judge the effectiveness of
unions from any results achieved by

the American Federation of Teachers.
AFT has more than tripled its mem-
bership among college teachers in the
past two years. Officials claim that
among its 10 000 college faculty mem-
bers are several hundred physics
teachers with big concentrations in
New York City, Michigan, Illinois and
California. No four-year college, how-
ever, has a collective bargaining agree-
ment with a professors' union at this
time, though a few junior colleges
have recently won such agreements.
"The strongest unionists are in the
humanities and social sciences depart-
ments," says an AFL-CIO organizer.
"We get the most heated opposition
from the engineering teachers. Phys-
ics and mathematics professors are
somewhat in the middle and will at
least consider the idea."

Thus far AFT has engaged in only a
handful of strikes on the college level,
the first of which was at St Johns Uni-
versity in 1965. Other recent walk-
outs include the Chicago junior-col-
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