
LETTERS 

to the EDITOR 

Applegazing 

Sir: 
In support of Roman Smoluchowski's article in Physics 

Today ("Creative Research," April, 1949), one is tempted 
to observe that the important thing is not that Newton 
saw the apple fall but rather that he was lying under 
the apple tree. 

H. B. Wahlin 
Madison, Wisconsin 

To Prevent Misunderstanding 

Sir: 

The Scientists' Committee on Loyalty Problems has 
been studying the loyalty and security clearance pro­
cedures of different government agencies for some time. 
While these procedures could be improved in many 
ways, the Committee wishes to point out to scientists that 
they themselves, even under present procedures, can bet­
ter the situation. 
The following proposal aims at raising the level of 

the confidential reports on which clearance decisions are 
based. In most investigations, agents of the FBI obtain 
information from friends, neighbors, and colleagues of 
the person to be cleared, as well as from less direct 
sources. The results are collected in a confidential dossier 
in which the sources of information are often anonymous 
or revealed only to a very limited number of officials. It 
is obvious that these unacknowledgeable statements can 
cause serious misunderstanding which cannot easily be 
clarified, especially in cases where the clearance status 
meets with difficulties. 
It is, therefore, strongly recommended that all scientists 

adhere to the following rules whenever possible: 
When giving information to loyalty and security in­

vestigators, state willingness to testify if necessary. 
Prepare a signed, written statement of the information 

for the investigating agency. 

Lyman Spitzer, Jr., for the Scien­
tists' Committee on Loyalty Problems: 
Lyman Spitzer, Jr., chairman, William 
A. Higinbotham, associate chairman, 
Arthur S. Wightman, secretary, Don­
ald R. Hamilton, treasurer, David 
Bohm, Roy Britten, Robert R. Bush, 
Elmer G. Butler, Albert Einstein, 
Luther P. Eisenhart, Samuel A. 
Goudsmit, M. Stanley Livingston, 
Stuart Mudd, David Pines, Oswald 
Veblen, Irving Wolff. 

Princeton, New Jersey 

A m e r i c a n I n s t i t u t e 

of Physics 

PUBLISHING PROGRAM 

An important feature of the Institute's 
efforts towards the diffusion of knowl­
edge of the science of physics and its 
application to human welfare is its pub­
lication of nine scientific journals con­
stituting an authentic report of the 
progress being made in physics and re­
lated fields. 

The publication program includes: 

for the member societies 

THE PHYSICAL REVIEW 

REVIEWS OF MODERN PHYSICS 

JOURNAL OF THE OPTICAL 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

THE JOURNAL OF THE ACOUSTICAL 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHYSICS 

under Institute sponsorship 

THE JOURNAL OF CHEMICAL 
PHYSICS 

JOURNAL OF APPLIED PHYSICS 

THE REVIEW OF SCIENTIFIC 
INSTRUMENTS 

PHYSICS TODAY 

Today physics journals are essential to 
all libraries—industrial, government, in­
stitutional, university, and private. 

Subscription and back number orders 
should be addressed to the American 
Institute of Physics, 57 East 55 Street, 

New York 22, N. Y. 
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