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eliminated completely. In the past these small errors of 
observation have concealed high explosives, and there is 
no reason to think that they will not do so in the future. 
In the light of this reasoning, the eventual reduction of 
all physical constants to four or to twenty, while highly 
desirable, seems difficult to conceive. 
„ , . „. . „ ,, Richard C. Raymond 
Pennsylvania state College 
State College, Pennsylvania 
Triple Trouble 

Sir: 
On page 8 of your December issue of Physics Today is 

a picture captioned "Max Planck," and in the text he is 
referred to as Max Karl Planck. This is quite a mixup. 
You have, in the text, joined the father and the oldest 
son in one person, and in the picture confused the father 
with a second son, Erwin. 
Max Planck, discoverer of the quantum theory, was 

born on April 23, 1858. Karl Planck, his oldest son, was 
born on September 3, 1888, and was killed in the first 
World War. Erwin Planck, the second son, was born on 
December 3, 1893 and executed by Hitler in March, 1945. 
The picture on page 8 is of Erwin Planck, according to 
friends of the family. Ing BrucH£ 

Physikalische Blatter 
Mosbach (Baden), Germany 

The transmutation involved could not have been more 
complicated, more wrong, more embarrassing, or made in 
more good faith. To set matters right we print below a 
cut of Max Planck, the father, and originator of the 
quantum theory. 

MAX PLANCK 
Keystone 

PHYSICISTS W A N T E D 

Positions open in Buffalo, New 

York for Physicists with advanced 

academic training. Experience in 

field of basic development and 

manufacture of optical instru­

ments especially desirable. 

Write giving full details of 

background, education, experi­

ence and salary expected to 

Personnel Department, 

American Optical C o m p a n y , 

Scientific Instrument Division 

Buffalo 15, N e w York 

This modern 

S O U N D - L E V E L 

M E T E R 
GIVES UNEQUALLED SPEED. 

ACCURACY, and CONVENIENCE 
The H. H. Scott sound-level meter is the only 
truly modern sound-level meter now available. 
Self contained, the instrument is unsurpassed 
for speed, accuracy, and convenience. Held and 
operated in one hand, it is merely pointed at 
the noise source and an accurate reading taken 
from the meter. 
Provision is made for using the microphone on 
an extension cable or for using other micro­
phones, vibration pickups, etc. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
^Accuracy: meets ASA 
standards. 

l̂r Range: 34 to 140 db above 
ASA reference level. All 
standard ASA curves for 
weighing are provided: 
fiat, 70db, and 40db. 

*Ar Microphone : humidity-
sealed crystal, diaphragm-
type. 

-A-Weight: 2 pounds, 7 ounces. 
Net price $249.00 F.O.B. Cambridge, Mass. 

Order direct from our instrument division, Dept. 903PT4 

E S S S C O T T , i n c . 

•jc Meter: two-speed type pro­
vides either standard ASA 
ballistics or heavy damping. 

•̂  Calibration: simple adjust­
ment resets amplifier gain 
to original factory-cali­
brated value. 

it Size: Hs/$ inches long —-
2*4 inches in diameter. 
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