TTSONME'TLD

OFFERS UNIQUE
CAPABILITIES IN

ELECTRO-
OPTIC
CRYSTALS

(ol
)

The leading device and systems lab-
oratories increasingly specify |somet
because of its broad facilities and
capabilities in electro-optic crystals. |so-
met has under one roof an integrated
facility for cyrstal growth, precision
optical grinding and polishing, device
fabrication, quality control, evaluation,
and testing. Additionally, an active solid-
state research and development group
continuously provides state-of-the-art
technology. Call on Isomet for any needs
you have concerning:

Electro-Optic Crystals — such as ADP,
KDP, KD*P (now available in deuterium
enrichments greater than 97%), and
HMTA. Supplied as blanks or polished
to exacting flatness and parallelism
specifications.

Conductive Crystal Coatings — trans-
parent, metallic grid, and opaque.

Reflective Crystal Coatings

Electro-Optic Crystal Light Modulators
— for use from the UV to the IR.

Optical Harmonic Generation Crystals
— accurately oriented and mounted for
rapid and precise alignment in laser
systems.

Pockels Cell Q-Switches e Polarizing
Optics e Laser Crystals o Multilayer
Dielectric Reflectors  Custom Crystal
Growth and Fabrication

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE — Isomet's tech-
nical staff will be pleased to discuss your
requirements and to send you appropriate
technical literature. Write or call Warren
Ruderman or Tom Nowicki.

AT SOINME''LLD

433 COMMERCIAL AVENUE

FPALISADES PARK. M. J. (201) 944.4100

MAY 1966 PHYSICS TODAY

but was olten silenced by violent
means, the universitics in Argentina
reached their lowest academic stand-
ards and their poorest level of teach-
mng.

I earnestly hope that ruvsics To-
pAY's questionnaire to leading  phys-
ics teachers is just the beginning of
an exchange ol ideas about the whole
science ol teaching, which, o my be-
licl, has been too much neglected.,

Angel M. R. Ferrari
Tennelec Instrument Co., Inec.
Oak Ridge, Tenn.

Reply from Arons

In a briel interview it is difficult to
introduce all the qualifications that
are needed to ensure wide understand-
ing ol what one is saying. In asserting
that a sound educational institution,
with  high academic standards, can
not possibly operate as a democracy,
I was using “democracy” in a very
literal sense—referring to a situation
in which students would actually have
a voice and a role in decision-making
and government in academic matters.

A student’s connection with an edu-
cational institution is a vefuntary as-
sociation, not a forced one. Implied
in this association is a willingness on
the pare of the student to submit him-
sell to a kind of discipline: that which
resides not only in the learning proc-
ess but also in the criticism and eval-
uation ol his work by more experi-

The metric system

The points made in your editorial
(PHYSICS TODAY,
Fel. 1966, page 120) were well taken.

I Dbelieve that a

“Meters lor America”
good * presentation
ol the International System ol Units
(S1)  would useful
il included in paysics TobAY.

SCrve ]]'lll'l}{'lSe

As you point out, “the change isn't
always easy. . . ." Now backing up to
the second of your suggestions, that
“the millimicron is better than the
angstrom’: the nanometer has re-
placed the millimicron.

1. R. Neilson
Loma Linda Unroersity

I applaud vyour editorial “Meters [or

America.” 1 could not help being

ol their teachers is one of the p
of the process and does not neg
my contention. Most students 1
this criticism and evaluation in
formative years, and a formal stug
voice in academic matters inevi
undermines the levels and stan
of this process. Under such cir
stances, high standards of deman
performance simply can not be i
tained. Mr. Ferrari acknowledges
impossibility by reference to his
CXPETIENCES.
I would be the last person to
tend that student opinions
not be heard, and I would be ho
at any activity being put down
violence, 1 believe strongly thar
dents not only should be heard
should have a high level of parti
ing responsibility in the governm
of nonacademic aspects of a univers
When it comes to academic m
however, T believe that ahhnugfi\
dents should be able to express
ions to their hearts' content
should bhe excluded from d
making processes. This mode n
ation 1s not democratic, and I
gorized it accordingly. I assu
that 1 had no more intention of
ing or disparaging democracy
ol attacking motherhood. _
Arnold

Amherst

amused that in the same issu

PHYSICS TODAY, on page 62, we
a 1250-pound solar observatory th
flying 21,600 miles; on page |
have a 65-ton electromagnel en los
30-inch dees; and on page 67 th
wind varies from .67 up to 2
miles per hour, with probes meas
35 by 87 inches weighing 140
being orbited into a band 40 1
miles wide. Hall a dozen more
amples on the same page
it is really going to be d _
nonengineering types to make a co
plete conversion.

John £
Colorado Scheol o0



