at IUPAP

bers of the US national com-
on to the International Union
[ Pure and Applied Physics, long
satisfied with the small part that
jeap plays in international physics
':vities, are currently mounting a
png effort to put new vigor into
e world organization. It is believed
at the American delegation to TUPAP's
elfth general assembly at Basel this
fall may urge formation of an 1urar
pmmittee on meetings and advance
name of a dynamic American for
‘key post in the organization.
Potentially an important organiza-
n on the world physics scene, 1upar
already of real significance to the
American Physical Society since its
onsorship of certain conferences fa-
cilitates the meeting of distinguished
ern-bloc physicists with their Amer-
an colleagues. It is also felt that the
through its Commission for
bols, Units and Nomenclature

or the physics community, Created
Brussels in 1922, this nongovern-

coordinate the work of preparing
publishing abstracts, papers and
bles of physical constants, to secure

nd to encourage useful research.
In actuality, however, the operation

‘of 10PAP is somewhat less effective than

stated objectives. Critics of the or-

assemblies (occurring at three-
intervals) are largely given over
ceremonies and procedural niceties,
it the union provides little support
its many topical meetings other
the 1wpaP name and token finan-
I aid, and that such meetings are
orly planned and too numerous. A
ier complaint is that 1UPAP en-
in no publishing activities, but
lends its name to some conference

merican representatives to IUPAP
with admiring envy such orga-
ns as the International Astro-
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RESONANCES

The higher education bill, providing $4.4 billion over three years for

college construction and aid to developing institutions, has
been approved by the Senate Education Subcommittee. The
sum, which is about $1.5 billion more than a similar measure
passed by the House, has been sharply criticized as too large
by some Appropriations Committee members. Subcommittee
chairman Wayne Morse replied that American education would
not be sacrificed to finance the war in Vietnam.

The metric system study bill, already passed by the Senate, is

still in doubt as the House Rules Committee has refused a
second time to allow the measure to come to the House floor.
Sponsors of the bill, who indicate they have the backing of
House speaker John McCormack, intend to bypass the Rules
Committee and bring the measure before the full House. Pros-
pects, they say, still look good for passage this session.

Duty-free apparatus for educational and scientific purposes came closer

to realization as the House passed bills to implement the Flor-
ence and Beirut Agreements. The Senate Finance Committee
subsequently followed suit and passage by the full Senate is
expected in this session.

Brookhaven was allotted $47.8 million, the largest lump sum in the

laboratory’s history, by the House Appropriations Committee and
approval by the full House is expected shortly. The funds, pro-
vided they are left intact by the Senate and Budget Bureau cost
cutters, will be used for converting the AGS to higher intensity
and for expanded experimental programs.

Physicists can now become astronauts. The National Academy of

Sciences is again recruiting scientists for NASA's manned space
flight program. Scientist-astronauts will plan and conduct experi-
ments from satellites and study the lunar surface. They will also
have an opportunity to do research at NASA or university lab-
oratories. Recruits must have the doctorate, be no taller than
six feet and be born after 1 Aug. 1930. Applicants should write
to the Scientist as Astronaut program at NAS.

nomical Union and the International
Mathematical Union, which hold sig-
nificant meetings at regular intervals
and have powerful committee struc
tures that contribute importantly to
research. The mathematical union in
particular issues a volume every few
years that reflects the current world
of mathematics and the most recent
developments. 1wepap, say the Ameri-
cans, has a long way to go before it
occupies a place on the scientific scene

or is as useful as these organizations.

Many and various reasons are put
forward to explain the backward state
of 1wpAp. Most agree that the union
is fraught with seniority problems
and claims of competing national
groups. They also point out that the
higher offices of 1urAP are largely hon-
orific and are involved mainly with
social amenities. It had been hoped
over the years that the leadership
would evolve into a dynamic and ef-
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