NEWS OF THE INSTITUTE

Public relations for the physics community

variables, Friedman uni-

Cepheid
VEIses, continuous creation—these are
some of the topics o be discussed at
dan up(ﬂming ((Jhl‘ll(llug\ SEMINAr on
Jan: 25 in New York City before a
group ol the nation's science writers.
This will be the twenty-first in o se-
ries of such seminars, originated six
years ago by American Institute of
Physics Public Relations head Eugene
Kone as a physics education program
for the press. Each seminar is a day-
long meeting at which a panel of
four to seven specialists discuss dil
ferent subareas ol a single discipline,

The
cime apparent to

need [or such seminars be-

Kone several vears
ago when a major industrial research
organization held a press conlerence
on a new application of semiconduc
tors. “Nany

ence,” says Kone, “turned to AIP rep-

reporters at that confler-

resentatives in attendance and
plained, 'We don't know what theyre

talking about. What does anisotropy

COIm-

mean, and majority carrier, and Hall
Those
hindered in

elfect® journalists were being

their jobh of reporting

lack ol
stunding, and Dr. Elmer Hutchisson,

news ol physics by under-

our director, and mysell believed

AIP should do something about this."”
A few

1959, AIP organized its first seminar,

months later, in October
on solid-state physics. Since that time,
a steady flow of announcements has
AIP, informing the sci-

community ol

come [rom

ence-writing twenty

seminars reflecting new developments
|'.Hr“,

held for plasma physics and acoustics;

in  physics. In meetings were

1961, spectroscopy, high-energy  and
nuclear physics; 1962, radio astron-
omy, computers, cryogenics, nucleic

documenta-

1963,

acids, pProten chemistry

tion, and nu'.lrlnj_:!,||}h\'; space
physics and biophysics; 1964, accelera-
tors, lasers, and guantum mechanics;
1965, quasars and medical physics. For
1966,
mology, and on .Illllfl\lblll_'“l
(Mar. 14, Washington, D.C.).

The National Association ol Sci-

ence Writers has unluslj-.n]t'nl all the

seminars are planned on  cos

]h[l_\\lit.

above seminars. Financial support loy
all but
the Natonal

three has been received [rom

Science  Foundation,
Although the meetings are intended
information,

Lo |rli'\i|]t' l3ine LL"IHI.IIII|

occasionally a new discovery is an-

nounced to the audience, as was true

with stellar interlopers during the
guasir  seminar. Robert €. Cowen,
natural-science editor ol The Chris-

ttan  Sctence Montloy, wrote shortly
alter the seminar, “Asponomers have
found a number of ‘stars’ that hit this
description [ol quasars] but don’t co-
mcide with known radio sources. For

want of a better name, they call these
Moreover, the

ATP

member-society gathering (as does the

objects ‘interlopers’.”

seminars usually  precede an
cosmology seminar) and thus help to
[i.ltli'\ |)If"m .'|l|{'!:lj1||| 00 S0 i:'l\' meet-

ings. Total attendance at the meet-

mes has amounted to about 2000 sci-

cnce  writers  andd public-intormation

ollicers, representing all types ol me-

dia. For its iniuatve in developing
these seminars, the AP Public Re-
Lations Division was honored in 1961
by the Public Relations Society of
America with the Silver Anvil Award.

Preparation lor each semimir  usu-
ally takes several months, and is be-
gun by choice ol Lerjai For the cos-

mology  seminar, Kone and his  as-
sistant Audrey Mevers developed a list
ol possible  subjects  lrom requests
lor information they had received
during the past year. This list was

subsequently reviewed by a group ol

science writers and then by the ad-

visory board to the Public Relations

Division.

Onee a |lJ|IjL is chosen, Kone and

his statt ask various scientists in the
subject area to select a chairman (an
active worker and good communica-

tor). The chairman then proceeds o
block out the different sections ol the
freled

believes would provide a

overull and contacts those sci-

entists he

cood account ol those areas.

For the cosmology seminar, Engel-

bert L. Schicking. prolessor ol phys-

ics at the University of Texas, has

consented to serve as chairman. His

group will include Philip Morrison,

professor of physics at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, Rainer
K. Sachs, prolessor of physics at the
University ol Texas, and other puanel-

ists still to be named. While the chair-
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CONCERNED WITH HIGH

RESOLUTION SPECTROSCOPY

AND NUCLEAR COUNTING?

THEN YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THE

NEWEST A.E.C. COMPATIBLE

INSTRUMENT SYSTEM . ..
THE STURRUP 1400 SERIES:

LINEAR AMPLIFIER

® Delay line or RC Shaping

® Rise time less than 80 nsec
e |[ntegral linearity 0.1 %

® Stability .005% /°C

ZERO STROBE (Crossover Discriminator)

Walk less than 1 nsec

Variable delay between 0-300 nsec
Discriminator threshold .2 to 10v

4 simultaneous outputs

May be gated from Single Channel Analyzer

SINGLE CHANNEL ANALYZER

® Baseline stability better than 2 mv/°C

Window width stability better than .5 mv/°C
Routing gate outputs variable 1-5 pusec
Internal or external baseline control
Internal or external strobing

FAST COINCIDENCE

e e 00

Resolving time adjustable 5-100 nsec

4 coincidence inputs, one “anti'" input
Fall to chance rate in less than 2 nsec
Positive and negative routing pulses

SLOW COINCIDENCE

Positive or negative routing pulse outputs
4 coincidence inputs, one “anti'’ input
Can be triggered by Fast Coincidence module
Any 2, 3 or 4 coincidence events for 3 or 4 inputs;

switch selected

DUAL LINEAR GATE

Two independent gates in one module
Essentially pedestal free

Single or bipolar input

Gate width variable from .5 to 5 j1sec
Single or bipolar output

STANDARD A.E.C. BASE UNIT

NEED EVEN BETTER STABILITY? WRITE FOR INFORMATION
ON OUR NEW MODEL 1495 DIGITAL SPECTRUM STABILIZER

MODULAR

$950.00

$300.00

$350.00

$300.00

$200.00

$450.00

$650.00

@ I CaAaNBERRA INDUSTRIES
STURRUP NUCLEAR DIVISION

50 SILVER STREET + MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT
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See Us At Booth 177 APS Show
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man is busy at work assembling hij
group of speakers, another SPCCIa:
ist in the subject area compiles a
glossary of terms, usually with an in
troduction to the discipline. At thes
same time, the AIP Art Department
designs the booklet. When the edition

mainder of the edition is kept for
new science writers and others maks

ing specific requests for booklets

Dicke explains space physics

out invitations to all science writers
and makes reservations for seminar
and luncheon space. Other arrange-
ments are made for a dinner ol par-
ticipating scientists the night before
the seminar. This dinner, in the na-
ture ol a practice session, is also at-
tended by a science writer. As each
scientist discusses what he will in-
clude in his presentation, the report-

er offers advice on subject matter.

Looking to the future, Kone be-
lieves the seminars will become in-
creasingly interdisciplinary in nature.
“Their subject matter will reflect the
changing patterns in physics itself.
At this time, the Institute is the only
scientific organization in the US that,
on a consistent, annual basis, holds
seminars for the press. As the disci-
plines in science continue to merge
we will seek seminar cosponsorship,
with other national societies.”




