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Herman Yagoda

Herman Yagoda, a cosmic-ray phys-
icist, died on June 13 in an automo-
bile accident in Bedford, Massachu-
setts. Mr. Yagoda was a staff member
of the Air Force Cambridge Research
Laboratories at Hanscom Field in
Bedford. Last year the Laboratories
awarded him the Guenter Loeser
Memorial Award in recognition of his
contributions to cosmic-ray research.

Mr. Yagoda was born 51 years ago
in New York City. He was graduated
cum laude in 1929 from Cooper Union
and received his master's degree, in
1931, from New York University. He
spent the next four years as a chemist
with the Fales Chemical Company,
and, in 1935, joined the staff of Co-
lumbia as a Baker research fellow,
where he pursued doctoral studies. He
became an assistant chemist with the
US Customs Laboratory in New York
in 1936 and remained there for five
years. From 1912 to 1958 he worked
at the National Institutes of Health,
progressing from associate chemist to
senior chemist. There he was engaged
in research dealing with the biological
aspects of cosmic radiation hazards to
manned flight in regions above the
earth's atmosphere.

In 1958 he joined the staff of the

AFCRL as a physicist. His work at
the Laboratories involved the use of
rockets and satellites to detect cosmic
rays from above the earth's atmos-
phere. An early satellite recovered
after orbit carried one of Mr. Yago-
da's cosmic-ray detectors, consisting
of photographic emulsion plates.
Though he was especially well known
during his career for research involv-
ing tracks of ionizing particles in
photographic emulsion, Mr. Yagoda
also contributed to research in radio-
activity and high-energy nuclear
physics.

He was a fellow of the American
Physical Society and the American
Mineralogical Society and a member of
the American Geophysical Union. He
also served on the Bioastronautics
Panel and the Space Science Board of
the National Academy of Sciences.

Robert W. Gelinas
Robert W. Gelinas, research physicist
in the Electronics Department of the
RAND Corporation in Santa Monica,
Calif., died on July 25 at the age of
41.

Dr. Gelinas was born in Washing-
ton, D.C. He received a bachelor of

Herman Yagoda

engineering degree at Johns Hopkins
University in 1943 and a PhD in phys-
ics in 1952. He spent the next four
years at Johns Hopkins, first as a re-
search associate in the University's In-
stitute for Co-operative Research and
later in the Johns Hopkins radiation
laboratory.

In 1956 he joined the staff of the
RAND Corporation, where his prin-
cipal interests were infrared radiation
and its military applications. He was
well known for his analyses of dif-
ficult radiation and detection prob-
lems.

Dr. Gelinas was a member of the
American Physical Society and the
American Association of Physics
Teachers.

John W. Calkin
John W. Calkin, senior mathematician
and chairman of the Applied Mathe-
matics Department at Brookhaven
National Laboratory, died in West-
hampton, N.Y., on August 5 at the
age of 54.

A native of New Rochelle, N.Y.,
he was graduated with honors in
mathematics from Columbia Llniver-
sity in 1933. He was awarded his MA
in 1934 and his PhD in 1937 by Har-
vard University. While at Harvard,
Dr. Calkin was a Shattuck Fellow and
received the Bowdoin Prize.

In the fall of 1937, Dr. Calkin
went to the Institute for Advanced
Study in Princeton on a year's fellow-
ship to work with Oswald Veblen and
John von Neumann. He later served
as an assistant professor at the Lfni-
versity of New Hampshire and the
Illinois Institute of Technology in
Chicago. During this period. Dr.
Calkin published a number of papers
on operator theory and its application
to partial differential equations. Some
of this work has since become quite
fundamental to further developments
in the field.

During World War II. Dr. Calkin
worked on a National Defense Re-
search Committee Project in the field
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