76

which is another way of saying that in their philoso-
phy, the scientific and the religious spirit are united in
a common enterprise, Matter and spirit may be ene-
mies, but they may also be allies. This is the message
which Dr. Schilling seems to convey.

The Effects of Federal Programs on Higher Edu-
cation. A Study of 36 Universities and Colleges. By
Harold Orlans. 361 pp. The Brookings Institution,
Washington, D. C., 1962. Paperbound $2.95, clothbound
$3.00, Reviewed by Sanborn C. Brown, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

GIFTED popular writer with a flair for the sensa-

tional could use the material of this Brookings
Institution study to write a devastatingly iconoclastic
exposé of all the inherent weaknesses and blunderings
of our present system of higher education in the United
States. Based on an extensive study of a carefully se-
lected cross section of universities and colleges in the
United States, Harold Orlans reports his results in a
most subtly destructive way.

The survey itself seems well designed to bring out
the facts associated with the effects of Federal pro-
grams on higher education. The survey method was to
mail out 6500 questionnaires to faculty members in
three groups: (1) institutions receiving large sums from
the Federal Government, (2) institutions receiving
smaller sums from the Federal Government, and (3)
good liberal arts colleges. Somewhat over 3500 ques-
tionnaires were sent to Group 1, about 2000 to Group
2, and about 750 to Group 3. The 15-page questionnaire
asked not only for comments in broad categories but
shades of opinion as well, the questions covering not
only background information about the respondent, but
his experience with Federal agencies, his opinion as to
the quality of education at his institution, whether
Federal financing of research tended to concentrate
funds in well-known universities, the effect of class
size and student contact interacting with research pro-
grams, and various questions on the method of teach-
ing and the use of teachers in the respondent’s particu-
lar institution. The questions are well designed, and
anyone who has been active in the higher education
scene in the United States will find that the results are
not inconsistent with the expected patterns of behavior
in various types of institutions. Data corroborating or
falsifying one's intuitive feelings about these subjects
are well worth gathering, and the tabulation of the an-
swers to the questionnaires makes this book a most use-
ful source of information, since the summaries and dis-
play of the answers to the questionnaires have been
carefully done and reproduced in an informative and
useful fashion.

The subtly destructive tone of the book comes about
not from the factual material or the conclusions based
directly on the answers to the questionnaire, but rather
from a confinuous and, to me, almost anti-intellectually
biased editorial narrative which discusses the answers
to the questionnaire in terms of interviews and com-

ments with educators in all walks of life where the
negative and problem-laden points of view are continu-
ously emphasized. As I read page after page of com-
ments solicited by the questionnaire or culled from
speeches and papers, T could not help but be reminded
of my many years' experience on a local school board.
Month after month and year after year, the local news-
paper columns carry letters to the editor complaining
about and condemning inequities in our public school
system. My telephone rings many times a week, herald-
ing yet another justifiably distressed parent. The num-
ber of contented people who react in these public ways
with approving and happy messages is minuscule, The
vast majority of people are so satisfied that it does not
occur to them to feel the necessity of reacting to the
school board. So it is with Mr. Orlans and his editorial
comments, Somehow he misses the basic good in the
academic world, and I am only fearful that economy-
minded, anti-intellectual forces in this country may use
his presentation to weaken this basic good and to un-
dermine the constructive forces at work in higher edu-
cation as a result of our currently expanding Federal
programs,

Numerical Solution of Ordinary and Partial Dif-
ferential Equations. L. Fox, ed. Summer School Lec-
tures (Oxford, Aug-Sept. 1061). 509 pp. Pergamon,
London, 1962, Distr. in US by Addison-Wesley, Read-
ing, Mass. $10.00. Reviewed by J. Gillis, Weismann In-
stitute of Science.

HERE are two kinds of people who write hooks

on numerical methods, viz., those whose normal
occupation is with the numerical solution of problems
and those who earn their place under the sun by talk-
ing about numerical analysis. It is in line with experi-
ence in so many other fields of human activity that
the members of the first group write the more inter-
esting books. Dr. Fox and his collaborators belong to
this first group.

The book represents essentially the material pre-
sented at a summer school held in Oxford in 1961. Tlle
range of topics is wide and the emphasis throughontl_s
on practical methods, There is a large section on ordi-
nary differential equations followed by one on integral
equations., The third section is an introduction to par-
tial differential equations. Finally, special methods f?r
handling partial differential equations are presented in
Part 4, each illustrated by a particular application.

Part 1 is distinguished by the absence of the welter
of different interpolation formulae, all equivalent, which
make so many books on the subject unreadably irritat-
ing. The emphasis is on two main approaches, the
Runge-Kutta and the predictor-corrector methods.
There is a chapter on stability which makes no ’M'
tempt at completeness but which does give a fairly
good idea of how such questions can be tackled. There
are also two useful chapters on Chebyshev methods.

Part 2, on integral equations, is mainly standa_rd ma-
terial. The chapter on singular and nonlinear integral
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