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Fluid Mechanics Films

As a means of overcoming a lack of adequate instruc-
tional facilities in the rapidly growing field of fluid me-
chanics, a group of educators has recently established
an organization to produce a series of approximately
25 college-level films over a three-year period. The
newly formed National Committee for Fluid Mechanics
Films will use the organizational and technical facilities
of Educational Services Inc., the nonprofit, operational
arm of the Physical Science Study Committee, and will
be supported in its first-year activities by a $324 000
grant from the National Science Foundation. One of
the features of the program will be the creation of se-
ries of reference texts, called "films in print", which
will describe the highly compressed content of each film.

Two films in the program are already available for
rental or purchase.

The Fluid Dynamics of Drag illustrates the drag of
streamlined and unstreamlined bodies moving through
fluids of low and high viscosity and small and large
density. Viscosity, Reynolds number, creeping (Stokes)
flows, boundary layer, separation, laminar flow, turbu-
lent flow, viscous drag, pressure drag, and streamlining
are some of the ideas which are described.

Vorticity deals with the ideas of vorticity and circu-
lation, and with the related dynamical theorems of
Crocco, Kelvin, and Helmholtz.

Other films for the current academic year are planned
on kinematics, boundary layers in relation to potential
flow and separation, flow-visualization methods, lift,
drag, turbulent flow, one-dimensional w7aves, and one-
dimensional, steady, gas dynamics.

Pending the working out of a permanent distribution
procedure for both sales and rentals, the films will be
distributed by Educational Services Inc., 47 Galen
Street, Watertown, Mass. During the early development
of the program, the prints will be made available free
of charge for classroom use.

The Committee is under the chairmanship of Ascher
H. Shapiro of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. Other members are Arthur E. Bryson (Har-
vard University), Donald Coles (California Institute
of Technology), Stanley Corrsin (Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity), Dave Fultz (University of Chicago), Robert
A. Gross (Columbia University), Stephen Kline (Stan-
ford University), Walter L. Moore (University of
Texas), and Hsuan Yeh (University of Pennsylvania).

Commission on College Physics

Edward D. Lambe, professor of physics at the Long
Island Center of the State University of New York,

has accepted a one-year appointment as executive secre-
tary of the Commission on College Physics, beginning
September 1. He has been granted a year's leave of
absence from his teaching post and will be located at
the offices of the Commission on the campus of Bryn
Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, Pa. The position of execu-
tive secretary of the Commission had been vacant since
February of this year, when Lyle W. Phillips, who
previously served in that capacity, returned to the Na-
tional Science Foundation. During the intervening pe-
riod, Walter C. Michels of Bryn Mawr served as acting
executive secretary in addition to his responsibilities as
chairman of the Commission. Prof. Lambe, who re-
ceived his doctorate from Princeton, was formerly an
assistant professor of physics at Washington University
in St. Louis. Starting in 1959, he shared responsibility
with John M. Fowler for the development of a new in-
troductory physics course that is now being offered both
at Washington University and at New York's Long
Island Center.

The Commission on College Physics was established
two years ago under the auspices of the American As-
sociation of Physics Teachers. Supported by the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the Commission serves as a
coordinating agency devoted to the improvement of
physics education at the college level. To that end, its
programs are aimed at encouraging the development of
new and better physics courses and of new teaching
aids, including films, books for supplemental reading
by physics students, and improved laboratory and dem-
onstration apparatus.

Philosophy of Science Seminars
During the next nine months, the University of

Delaware will present a series of nineteen lectures
making up the 1962-63 Delaware Seminar in the Phi-
losophy of Science. The attendance fee is $2 for indi-
vidual sessions, or $25 for the entire series. As in the
case of the first such seminar, held last year, the pa-
pers presented in the series will be published as a bound
volume. All inquiries should be addressed to Prof. Wil-
liam L. Reese, Department of Philosophy, University
of Delaware, Newark, Del. Listed below are the lec-
tures included in this year's seminar:
Sept. 18: Survey of the Literature in Philosophy of Science

(For Registered Students Only); Bernard Baumrin, Uni-
versity of Delaware

Sept. 25 & 26: Philosophical Foundations of the Special
Theory of Relativity; Adolph Grunbaum, University of
Pittsburgh
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