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one of whom stays on earth, while the other cruises in
a spaceship with speed approaching that of light. The
conclusion of special relativity theory is that when the
space traveler returns to earth he will find his brother
much older in years than he is. Though there has been
controversy over this deduction, it is now generally ad-
mitted to be a valid consequence of the theory. Ac-
cording to Schlegel's view, however, the moving clock
will not actually run slow and the space traveler will
gain no advantage so far as aging is concerned over
his earth-bound brother. This may make some people
happy! At any rate the author's point deserves careful
consideration.

In the opinion of the reviewer, the weakness of the
book lies in the introductory treatment of the nature
of time. In his attempt to disregard so-called psycho-
logical time in order to concentrate on what he calls
"physical" time, the author appears to commit the fal-
lacy of supposing that the two can really be separated
in any logical discussion. The introduction of the con-
cept "cyclical" in the attempt to provide a "physical"
definition of time leads to circular reasoning. The au-
thor is not content with, nor does he mention, the prag-
matic notion of time in physics as a simple parameter
serving as a useful independent variable to relate the
behavior of different physical systems and whose range
of variation is the real-number continuum. The inter-
esting views of Poincare on this matter are ignored.
There are many loosely phrased and misleading state-
ments in the discussion of the relation between time and
the statistical behavior of thermodynamic systems, no-
tably with respect to the H-theorem and entropy.

The writer's style is rather repetitious and diffuse. In
spite of these shortcomings, however, the book has nu-
merous suggestive ideas and may be read with profit.
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