
SOCIETY ACTIVITIES

High-Poll/mer Phllnc. PriJ~
Paul J. Flory, proCessor of ph)' ica! chcmiMry a'

Lanford Unh-erlity, was awarded the first Higb-Poly­
mer Physics Clri:ee of the American Physical Society on
March 27 during tbe Society's meeting in Baltimo~.

The $1000 prize ....s tstablish«l IISI Xo\'cmber by ac­
tion of the APS Council and ~ to be conferred an­
nuall)' "ror oulJlanding accornplis.hmcmt and uce:llence
of contributions LO research in high-polymt.r physics".
It i sponsored by the Ford MOlor Company.

Dr. Flory, ."00 reclti\-ed his PhD from Ohio State
t'Qi\-usity. ~ been~ in lUnrcb in the pb)'Sics
and ph) icaJ d~mblr)' of bilb poI)-me:n for ITIOfe tban
,..'mty-'hoe )'Url. Earl)' in his Clrttf, at the DuPont
~mental Slatkln in Wilmin«ton, Del., be "'orked
",itb tbe research group ,,-hich ....&1 responsib~ for much
of tbe basic ,,'orlt in the dt\~opmcnl of synthWc
polymers. He Kn"ed as professor of chemistry at Cor­
nell Unh't!rsil)' from 1948 until 1956, when be: "'&5 ap­
pointed executive director of rest:J.rch 1\1 lhe Mellon
Insliwte. He lert lhe laller post In 1960 10 ACcept a
IJrofessorship Al tanford.

On the occalion of tbe Physical Society award plU>
entation, Or. "011' wu cited for ha\'inS made exteta­
~i\'e theoretial and uperimental c:ontribulioru in the
field of Irish-polymer pb)osics rtlatinr to lhe thermo­
d)-n:unics of polymer solutions, rubber-like elasticity,
therm<ld)'nIJI1ics and kiMtia of aystalliutioll, and Bow
prQperttef of polymeric malerials, and for mviD( ori&i­
nated many of the mathematical and uati5tical con­
«pC no~ employed in polymer re:st:J.Kh. His r«rr1t

Paul J. Flory (rlchl), finl wlnner of the lIia;h-Poly­
mer Phy.lkt Priu, rtcth·n the new APS award
from t1Ie Socil':ty's ...ke prrsldtnt, John H. Wil1iamJ.

~'orlt hils dellt with tbe resemblance be:tWttll c:ertain
rubber-lilte polymers and the fibrous proLcins of lip.
menll, blood vesselJ, Illtd other biological tissue.

The APS prize IUS the &tCond major honor accorded
Or, Flory in leu than three weeks. On March 9 he re­
ceived L.be William H. Nichols Medal, given by the
New York Section of the American ChmIical Society
for ~'ork jud(ed influent~1 in timulatinS ori~inaJ reo
search.

The Meu Medal
In mid-March, dunn, ill spriltl meetins in W:l5hinl.

ton, D. C., tbe Optical Society of America &IlDounc:rd
the e5tablilihrntut of tbe C. E. K. Mea Intematioul
Medal in memory of the latc C. E. K. Mees, founder
of the Eastman KodtIt Compan)' Rt$CAKb Labon­
tOflQ. The sil"-e.r medal, ~ blc:b bears the motto "Op­
tics Transcends All Boundaries", was established .'ith
the help of a gift from Dr. M~' fAmily and will be
aWArded by lhe Optical Society as a mean of recog­
nizing "the extetUion of the frontiers of optics u Meet
himself extended photography"_ A rt!lid portrait of Dr,
Mees appears on the medal's (ace; tbe reverse side
bean a c:.bart showin~ the bistory of tbe extension of
tbe pbotosraphic ipectrum.

The mNal ~;JJ be a~..rded for the lim time at the
Society's fall mcrtinI in Rocbes;ter, ~. Y., early in Oc­
tober. 1'ht recipient will be sc1cctrd by a c:ommittee
consistins or Erilt I,.lslam of Sudtn' Royal Ituti­
tute of Tc:chno&osr in Stocltbolm, David Z. Robinson
of the stall of the science amiser (0 the President.
Richard Tousey of the Naval Reseat'd11.:lboratory, W
It'wis H)"de of ). W. Fedter, Inc:., in Pitl!burgb, :lind
former 05:\ president Wallace R. Brode of Washing­
ton. O. C.

Or, Mt:CI, \\ho died two yean ago, wu It l.arlnc.r 1ft

the British photographic: firm of Wratten and Wain­
wri(!ht durinS the early part of tbe century. He came
to the Unitrd Stat.e!l in 1911 \'I'ben Ceorxe Eastman
bought the company to obtain his ae:r"iccs in organ1&­
ins and directins • proposed raearcb Labontory ~·hich

,.... to be $Abli5hed at the Kodak Put Works in
Rochestcr, ~, Y. Dr. )'lees n.s auodatrd wilh East·
man Kodak for mOrt! tban four decades and at the time
of his retit"t.mtnt in 1955 was the lirm's \;c:c pruide:nt
in chafle of rescarch and de\"t'lopmcDL For his con­
tnootiOM to the scienlifi.c knowled«c of the pbot.~

vapbic proctiI he reui\-ed many n ..rds. including the
PrO(l:~ Medal of the British Royal Photosnphic S0­
ciety, the John Scott Medal of the eily of Philadelphia,
the Henry Draper Medal of the National Academy of
Scknc:CJ, tbe Rumford Medal of tbe American Acad·
emy of Arq and Sciences, and the Fnnklin )ledal of
the. Franklin Institute.

52 PHYSICS TODAY


