SOCIETIES

New OSA Treasurer

HE Board of Directors of the Optical Society of

America has appointed Archie 1. Mahan of the
Applied Physics Laboratory in Silver Spring, Md., to
succeed E. D, McAlister as the Society's treasurer.
Dr. McAlister, the Society’s treasurer since 1954, re-
signed following his acceptance of a position at the
Scripps Institution of Oceanography in La Jolla, Calif.,
a location far removed from the OSA executive office
in Washington, D. C. Since the Society's executive
office was established, many operational activities for-
merly performed by the treasurer have been trans-
ferred to the responsibility of the executive secretary,
making close cooperation between treasurer and ex-
ecutive secretary a necessity for the efficient handling
of the Society's financial affairs,

AAPT Activities

NDER the auspices of the American Associalion

of Physics Teachers’ Committee on Apparatus,
the representatives of 34 companies engaged in manu-
facturing and supplying physics apparatus met in New
York City in June to discuss the production of new
physics teaching equipment for colleges and universi-
ties. The primary purpose of the meeting was (o re-
view the preliminary results of the 1961 AAPT-ATP
survey of apparatus for the teaching of physics. Eighty-
six physics departments in the survey group had re-
plied by the time of the meeting, and their tabulated
responses to questions concerning their interest in 80
specific items of new equipment were discussed with
the apparatus manufacturers. The preliminary returns
indicated an encouraging amount of interest among
physics teachers in many of the proposed items, a few
of which are now being developed by manufacturers.
Other new pieces of apparatus are under consideration,
and the AAPT Committee is referring manufacturers
to physics departments where prototypes of these items
have been developed. A final report on the survey is
to be distributed to apparatus manufacturers and phys-
ics departments,

UPPORT for the preparation of a new source book

on modern demonstration equipment and tech-
niques in physics has been provided by the National
Science Foundation, which has awarded $102 800 for
that purpose to the American Association of Physics
Teachers and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Entitled
A Reference Source for Demonstration Experiments in
Plysics, the new text will replace Demonstration Ex-
periments in Physics, which was prepared under the
sponsorship of the AAPT in 1938, The grant, which
was made at the joint request of Rensselaer and the

AAPT, will be administered at Rensselaer, which has
agreed to act as coordinating center and fiscal agency
for the two-year program. Harry F. Meiners and Rob-
ert Resnick of the Rensselaer Physics Department were
selected as program directors by the AAPT,

The new text will consist of descriptions of demon-
stration equipment collected from as many and diverse
sources as possible, and will include, in addition to
photographs and text, lists and sources of materials,
working schematics, and commissioned articles on se-
lected subjects. An advisory committee of six physi-
cists, G. D. Freier of the University of Minnesota, J.
King of MIT, Melba Phillips of Washington University,
H. Robinson of Adelphi College, Rolf Steffen of Pur-
due, and K. S. Woodcock of Bates College, will assist
in this project.

The Academies

HE National Academy of Sciences, at its 08th
annual meeting held in Washington, D. C., elected

Julius A, Stratton, president of Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, to a four-year term as NAS vice presi-
dent. G, B. Kistiakowsky of Harvard and Kenneth B.
Raper of the University of Wisconsin were elected to
three-year terms as members of the Council.

Thirty-five new members were elected to the Acad-
emy at the same meeting. Among them were William
O. Baker of Bell Telephone Laboratories, Mark G.
Inghram of the University of Chicago, William N,
Lipscomb, Jr., of Harvard, Herman F. Mark of Poly-
technic Institute of Brooklyn, Robert V. Pound of Har-
vard, Richard B. Roberts of the Carnegie Institution
of Washington, Charles D, Shane of Lick Observatory,
Henry M. Stommel of Woods Hole Oceanographic In-
stitution, Leo Szilard of the University of Chicago.
Frederick T. Wall of the University of Illinois, Alvin
M. Weinberg of Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and
John H. Williams of the University of Minnesota.

The Academy announced in June that it has also
elected the following four distinguished scientists from
abroad as foreign associates of the Academy: Keith
Edward Bullen, professor of applied mathematics at
the University of Sydney, Australia; Boris Ephrussi,
professor of genetics at the Sorbonne and director of
the Genetics Laboratory of the National Center for
Scientific Research at Gif-sur-Yvette, France; Werner
Karl Heisenberg, director of the Max Planck Institute
for Physics and Astrophysics, Munich, Germany; and
Vladimir Prelog, professor of organic chemistry and
director of the Laboratory, Federal Institute of Tech-
nology, Zurich, Switzerland.

T its 181st annual meeting, held in Boston on May
10, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences
elected its 31st president, Hudson Hoagland, executive
director of the Worcester Foundation for Experimental
Biology in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. He succeeds
Kirtley F. Mather of Harvard University, Other of-
ficers elected at the meeting included William P. Allis,
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professor of physics at the Massachusetts lostitute of

Technology (vice president for the mathematical and

physical sciences); J. L. Oncley of Harvard Medical

.

School (secretary); Thomas B. Adams of the Sheraton
Corporation (treasurer); and Gerald Holton, professor
of physics at Harvard (editor). Among the new fel-
lows elected at the meeting were Irving E. Segal of
MIT, Philip J. Bray of Brown University, Roy ]J.
Glauber of Harvard, Vernon W. Hughes of Yale, Rob-
ert E. Marshak of the University of Rochester, Philip
Morrison of Cornell, William M, Preston of Harvard,
John D, Strong of Johns Hopkins, Richard M. Badger
of Caltech, Carl W. Garland of MIT, John S, Waugh
of MIT, Lawrence H. Aller of the University of Michi-
gan, and Nicholas U, Mayall of Kitt Peak National |
Observatory. Among the foreign honorary members
were Igor E. Tamm of the University of Moscow,
Hideki Yukawa of Kyoto University, Paul Wild of
CSIRO, P. M. S. Blackett of University College, Lon-
don, and Pierre Aigrain of the Ecoles Normales
Supérieures, Paris.

Affiliation Offered

MEMBERS of the American Physical Society have
been invited to affiliate individually with the
Professional Group on Electronic Computers of The
Institute of Radio Engineers under an IRE plan of- |
fered as a service to members of professional societies
in fields allied to electronic computers but whose pri-
mary professional interest may not be in electronics.
The Professional Group on Electronic Computers is an
association of IRE members and affiliates with pro-
fessional interest in the fields of analog and digital
electronic computers. The group is concerned with the
advancement of the electronic computer field and serves
to aid in promoting close cooperation and exchange of
technical information among its members. The affiliate
plan fee ($8.50 per year) is considerably below regular
membership rate in the IRE and includes the quarterly
Transactions of the group. Application forms can be
obtained by writing to the Institute of Radio Engineers,
1 East 79th Street, New York 21, N. Y. (attention of
Mr. L. G. Cumming, Technical Secretary).

IPPS Officers

GREAT Britain’s amalgamated Institute of Physics
and the Physical Society held its first Annual
General Meeting in London on July 4. Sir John Cock-
croft was elected president; V. E. Cosslett, R. W.
Ditchburn, W. H. Taylor, and J. Topping, vice presi-
dents; J. Taylor, honorary treasurer; and C. G. Wynne,
honorary secretary. Eight ordinary members of council
were also elected. The meeting adopted a report for
1960, which records the activities of the parent bodies
up to July 5, 1960, the date on which their separate
existences ceased, and of the amalgamated body there-
after. At the end of 1960, the amalgamated body had
a total membership of 8720 in all grades,
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WHAT WERE
YOU DOING
IN 1949¢

At Arthur D. Little, Inc., we were organizing
the first formal, non-military Operations Re-

search group.

Since our founding 75 years ago, ADL has
grown to become one of the world's largest,
most versatile industrial research organizations.
Today, our staff of 1500 persons is engaged in
the principal felds of physical sciences, engi-

neering, social studies and business.

The O.R. group is used by our clients, both
industrial and military, to produce useful results
in dealing with practical problems. We try to
meet this objective by experimentation, develop-
ment of concepts, and extension of our knowl-

edge of operations.

The diversity of ADL interests contributes in
no small degree to opportunities offered our
Operations Research staff members. The skill
and experience of our total staff permits the
group to undertake projects of greater magni-
tude and breadth than is normally possible m
more specialized organizations. At the present
time, while maintaining an emphasis on work
which is quantitative in nature, we participate
increasingly in the broad economic, social and

technological studies undertaken by ADL.

Men with doctoral level backgrounds in the
physical sciences or engineering, particularly
applied mathematics and theoretical physics, are
invited to send a description of their education
and professional experience to:

Donald P. Sweet

QArthur D Little, Inc.

35 Acorn Park
Cambridge 40, Massachusetts

An equal opportunities employer




