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Page Charges

Under a newly adopted policy of the Federal
Council for Science and Technology, all government
agencies will henceforth include page charges for the
publication of research results as an item in the budgets
of federal grants and contracts. In the past, some gov-
ernment agencies have paid publication fees, but others
have not.

The policy statement recognizes that the results of
government-sponsored research are frequently sub-
mitted to journals published by nonprofit organiza-
tions, and it is explicit in saying that since "the rate
of scientific advance is determined in a significant
measure by the speed and effectiveness with which re-
search findings are disseminated among scientists who
can use them in further research, the dissemination of
the results of research is an integral part of the re-
search process". The policy also states that "page
charges for publishing papers in primary journals con-
stitute one effective means by which an appropriate
portion of the research dollar" can be used for the dis-
semination of research results.

Page-charge bills presented by journal publishers will
be honored if they satisfy the following conditions:

(1) the research papers report work supported by
the Government,

(2) the charges are levied impartially on all re-
search papers published by the journal, whether by
Government or nongovernment authors,

(3) payment of such charges is in no sense a con-
dition for acceptance of manuscripts by the journal,

(4) the journals involved are not operated for profit.

The Federal Council for Science and Technology was
established in 1959 and includes representatives from
the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense,
Interior, and Health, Education, and Welfare, as well
as from the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, the Atomic Energy Commission, and the Na-
tional Science Foundation. Its purpose is to provide
more effective planning and administration of Federal
scientific and technological programs.

Information Service
The Technical Library of the Franklin Institute

has announced the inauguration of a new scientific
information service to aid research organizations in
searching the technical literature. The new service,
which is designed to conduct literature searches in any
area of physics, mathematics, chemistry, engineering,
and industrial processing, offers to provide bibliographic
compilations (author, title, source), annotated bibli-
ographies, abstracts, current-literature monitoring, and
translations. Library sources available at the Franklin

Institute for such projects include more than 200 000
reference volumes, a collection of technical reports,
nearly five million patents (from the United States,
Great Britain, and Canada), and 2500 currently re-
ceived scientific journals. The service is headed by
Alec Peters, formerly of Columbia University.

Information Processing and Dissemination

Studies in the field of scientific information dis-
semination and processing which are currently receiving
support from the National Science Foundation include
the following:

The use made of translated Soviet scientific journals
is to be studied by the Syracuse University Research
Institute under a Foundation grant. Direct inquiry by
correspondence and by interview will be used to assess
the opinions of users of the translations. A survey of
references in articles and books of American author-
ship to determine the number and kind of citations of
translated material also will be undertaken.

The Foundation will provide partial continuing sup-
port of a National Bureau of Standards basic research
program on the definition of visual patterns and lan-
guage together with analysis by syntactic methods. The
research is directed towards a "picture language ma-
chine" system capable of both processing and furnish-
ing semantic interpretation of textual and related dia-
grammatic information.

Ramo-Wooldridge Corp., Canoga Park, Calif., will
continue investigation of new techniques for language
data processing under a cost-sharing Foundation con-
tract. The work will include processing 300 000 words
of Russian text as part of a program to partially auto-
mate dictionary compilation, and is expected to further
a current program by the firm in mechanical trans-
lation.

A Foundation grant to the National Biomedical Re-
search Foundation of New York City has been made
for further development of "Tabledex," a coordinate
method of indexing a bibliography by tables of num-
bers corresponding to articles and associated with de-
scriptive indexing words found in the articles. The grant
will permit work on the use of computers to assist in
automatic preparation of such indexes. The method will
be developed using reports from the International Geo-
physical Year collection of the Library of Congress.
Staff members of the Library of Congress will evaluate
results.

Studies of a proposed curriculum for training science
information specialists are being made by Georgia In-
stitute of Technology with a Foundation grant. Con-
sideration will be given to the feasibility of short
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