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tains the main points of the theory of relativity, includ-
ing the four-dimensional representation for particle dy-
namics and electromagnetic field laws, and a short but
clear report on general relativity. I should like to men-
tion the very good quality of the diagrams illustrating
those topics, and the nice analysis of the clock paradox,
as well as a few useful critical remarks. On the other
hand it may not be a good idea to have exchanged the
common use of subscripts and superscripts for tensors
and unit vectors, and I definitely cannot agree with the
author when he infers from Minkowski's diagram that
"an object with no velocity in the ordinary sense . . .
is moving into the future with speed c", and relates
Lorentz' time dilatation to some "slowing down of the
motion into the future"; I am afraid such a picturesque
way of speaking can be very misleading. The last
chapter briefly introduces the wave-particle duality,
Schrodinger's equation, the principle of superposition,
the uncertainty principle (put forth in a simple but
rigorous way), and ends with a few words on relativistic
quantum mechanics and some philosophical implica-
tions. There is no exposition of group theory and quan-
tum statistics. Spinors are just mentioned.

Each section is followed by numerous exercises (with-
out answers), extending over a wide range of difficulty;
many are of real interest. A sufficient number of refer-
ences is given after each chapter. There are numerous
diagrams, most of which are very good.

Lectures on the Theory of Elliptic Functions
Analysis (498 pp., paperbound $2.55) and Elliptic
Integrals (104 pp., paperbound $1.25;. Reprints of
1st Editions. By Harris Hancock. Dover Publications,
Inc., New York, 1958. Reviewed by George Weiss, In-
stitute for Fluid Dynamics and Applied Mathematics,
University of Maryland.

HERE are few among us who can claim a real
enthusiasm for the theory of elliptic functions. In

point of fact the subject is of rare occurrence in an
American curriculum, and the easing of the Math Tripos
examinations in England seems to have imparted a
musty and Victorian flavor to the theory on the Con-
tinent. Nevertheless elliptic functions are useful in
physics and one does occasionally need more than a
cookbook for their manipulation.

I could not very well claim that these books by Han-
cock are a painless way to acquire a knowledge of the
theory, but they are certainly as painless as any of the
other texts on the subject. The larger volume is a fairly
encyclopedic account of the theory of doubly periodic
functions, including an interesting study of the general
properties of functions with algebraic addition theorems.
There is in addition the usual discussion of the analytic
properties of elliptic functions and integrals, theta func-
tions, sigma functions, and so on. There are no physical
applications given; they were scheduled to appear in a
later volume which was never published.

The smaller of the two books is a rather valuable

summary of the properties of elliptic integrals of the
first and second kinds. This includes both methods for
transforming elliptic integrals into canonical form and
for the numerical computation of these integrals.

The two books are to be recommended, if not for the
liveliness of their contents, then at least for their con-
venience as inexpensive reference books.

Radiation Biology and Cancer: 12th Annual Symp.
on Fundamental Cancer Research (Houston, Tex.,
1958). Edited by and published for the U. of Tex.
M. D. Anderson Hospital & Tumor Inst. 493 pp. U. of
Tex. Press, Austin, Tex., 1959. $8.50. Reviewed by
Joseph G. Hoffman, University of Buffalo.

THIRTY-THREE chapters deal with different as-
pects of the effects of radiation on living systems,

particularly mammalian systems. Since radiation enters
into men's lives in many new and artificial ways, the
topics are of timely interest to the general scientist.
However, the contributors use the technical language
of their subject matter. This fact may, in some in-
stances, prevent the general reader's having an under-
standing of some parts of the excellent material pre-
sented, particularly since the great scope of radiation
biology and cancer covers many special fields far re-
moved from one another in theory and practice.
Moreover, the specialist may not always have more
advantage than the general scientist in perusing this
kind of text.

The first chapter, the Bertner Lecture by Jacob
Furth, is one of many highlights. It deals with Radia-
tion Neoplasia and Endocrine Systems in a technical
manner which conveys the facts, draws conclusions,
and projects future research with remarkable clarity.
It is a model of conciseness of presentation of a theory
of well-known types of cancer in mice (but not neces-
sarily in men).

The high level of excellence in the first chapter is
pretty much maintained by contributors of following
chapters which range in subject from viruses, tissue
cultured cells, Drosophila, mutations, genetics, radia-
tion cancer in man, to clinical radiation therapy, to
mention but a few. For example, some problems of
radiation dosimetry are described and clarified by the
work of W. K. Sinclair and collaborators in four chap-
ters. From these and seven chapters on fundamental
radiobiology the reader gets a good picture of the
intricacies of dosage measurement in tissues and the
complexities of assessing the response of a living sys-
tem to the energy of the dose.

The classic problem of cancer and ionizing radiation
is discussed from many angles in fourteen chapters all
of which command broad interest. The findings of
C. L. Simpson of tumors induced by therapeutic doses
of x rays present a practical aspect of the radiation
problem. In the other extreme the more obscure re-
lationship between mutations and cancer are reviewed
briefly by W. J. Burdette. The physicist reading these
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