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marks about effects of a nuclear war imply that it would
not necessarily lead to genetic degradation of the human
race.

Three chapters deal with molecular biology. E. P.
Geiduschek and A. Holtzer open their chapter on DNA
and muscle protein molecular structure with a statement
of a stern criterion in molecular biology. They point out
that an understanding of a biological process means
"that it is possible to trace individual molecular events
that give rise to the observed macroscopic behavior".
This degree of understanding is not yet available, but
their review of the DNA and muscle protein problems
is timely and excellent. In other directions in molecular
biology R. P. Durbin, P. F. Curran, and A. K. Solomon
review ion and water transport in the intestinal tract,
and S. A. Berson and R. S. Yalow review the use of
isotopic tracers in the study of diabetes.

There are four chapters that might be classified under
physical techniques in biology. W. J. Fry describes ex-
tensively the uses of ultrasound in the study of the
central nervous system. W. H. Freygang, Jr., and L.
Sokoloff describe the measurement of the circulation
about the central nervous system by means of radio-
active inert gas. B. Jacobson and R. S. Mackay review
radiological contrast enhancing methods, and B. Theorell
gives a summary of current cell studies with micro-
spectrography.

One of the most fascinating subjects of modern cytol-
ogy is the deliberate change of growth in living cells.
E. Zeuthen describes artificial and induced periodicity in
living cells. The controlled perturbation of cell division
by means of heat or cold or chemical environment
promises to be an important means for finding out about
the growth process, as is well shown in Zeuthen's review.

Volume 6 is highly commendable for its selection of
topics which, along with those topics given in previous
volumes of this series, review subjects of major im-
portance to the biophysicist.

The Neutron Story. By Donald J. Hughes. 158 pp.
Doubleday and Co., Inc., New York, 19S9. Paperbound
$.95. Reviewed by E. R. Rae, AERE, Harwell, Eng-
land.

THE author of this little pocket book is too well
known in the field of neutron physics to need any

introduction to specialists in this subject. The Neutron
Story is not, of course, intended for such readers, but is
one of a number of popular expositions on fundamental
topics in physics entitled the "Science Study Series".
As such, the book is aimed primarily at the high-school
student, and the intelligent layman, and it gives a lively
account of the history of the neutron from its dis-
covery to its use in the study of nuclear and molecular
structure, in cosmology, and in the operation of the
nuclear reactor and the atomic bomb. The description
is lucid and is devoid of the complication of mathe-
matics. The text is copiously illustrated and a colored
version of one of the illustrations appears on the cover.
This cover illustration is unfortunate in that the dif-

ference between the proton and neutron, which are
shown interacting with matter, is by no means obvious.
The confusion is increased by the fact that the neutron
is colored red and the proton blue!

Despite the cover, however, this book, and no doubt
others in the series, will certainly appeal to the intelli-
gent layman with little or no training in mathematics,
who nevertheless wishes to understand the background
of modern physics.

Correction
In a review appearing on page 54 of the December

issue of Physics Today, the author of Detecteurs de
Particules (Compteurs et Scintillateurs): Mecanisme et
Realisation was inadvertently given as Y. Rocard. The
author of the book is Daniel Blanc; Prof. Rocard wrote
the preface.
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