
48

methods for determining composition as well as mo-
tion, and with clarity he unravels the clue to the shell
star. After describing our galaxy and other stellar sys-
tems as far as telescopic methods can reach, he con-
tinues the spaceward journey, via radio methods, to
penetrate beyond the optical limit.

The final chapter, "See for Yourself", suggests vari-
ous observations for the reader to make and when to
look for what. And we know he is Scottish when he
discusses buying a telescope when "you are earning
your own living". The conversational tone should appeal
to youthful readers, as well as to older ones, who wish
to be informed about matters astronomical without
resorting to interpretations of technical publications by
nonscientist writers. Because the author is an astron-
omer this book is genuine. Sky photographs are numer-
ous and the illustrations by Mrs. Ovenden are excellent.
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