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Just Published!
A concise and lucid presentation . . .
Lectures on

NUCLEAR THEORY
By L. LANDAU and YA. SMORODINSKY

Translated from the Russian.

A concise presentation by these famous Russian physi-
cists of some of the basic concepts of nuclear theory.
The work is based on a series of lectures by Landau to
experimental physicists. Since there is no complete
theory of nuclear forces at this time, the authors pre-
sent conclusions about nuclear structure limited to
those based on experimental data, using only general
quantum-mechanical relations. This basic approach,
plus the lucid presentation by the authors, makes this
book an excellent text or review for students as well
as all others who desire an insight into the field of
nuclear physics. (Original paper-bound translation
was first published in 1958 at $15.00).

Attractive jacket and cloth-binding 160 pages
$5.25

Send for an "on approval" copy today. You can
order from your local bookseller or direct from:

PLENUM PRESS, INC.
227 West 17 Street • New York 11, N.Y.

INFRARED
PHYSICISTS
AND
ENGINEERS

The Infrared Research Department of Aerojet-
General Corporation offers a few unusual oppor-
tunities for scientists and engineers with experience
in the infrared field.

The individuals we are seeking will carry on re-
search in the evaluation and optimization of infrared
detectors and perform measurements and studies of
the characteristics of infrared targets, infrared back-
grounds, and atmospheric transmission.

Liberal moving and travel allowances will be paid
for qualified applicants; you are cordially invited to
Send a detailed technical resume to:

L. L. THOMPSON
AEROJET-GENERAL CORP.
P. 0. BOX 296-C, AZUSA, CALIFORNIA

part must be prepared to encounter numerous and
often lengthy quotations from the Greeks, with de-
tailed comments on their significance. Great pains are
taken to make clear that although Aristotle has the
common reputation (which is correct in the strict
sense) of being an antagonist of the atomic theory of
Democritus, he did nevertheless believe in the finite
divisibility of matter, i.e., the existence of smallest
pieces of matter. The author feels that the significance
of this has often been overlooked (e.g., by Lasswitz),
particularly with reference to atomic theory in the later
Middle Ages when the first traces of the modern point
of view .were beginning to appear.

The student of physics will not find anything par-
ticularly new in the second half of the book, devoted
as it is to the atomic theory as we know it today, save
perhaps for the final chapter on the relation between
science and philosophy containing a justification for
the existence of a genuine philosophy of nature (Na-
turphilosophie). The reviewer may have missed the
point but he suspects the author is talking about meta-
physics here and not what is now commonly accepted
as the methodology of modern physical science.

The reviewer found this in general a stimulating
book. However, even one who is not a professional
historian of science could doubtless find some points
to question. It seems that more could have been made
of Parmenides in connection with the significance of
invariance in modern physics. Moreover Plato's mean-
ing for twentieth-century science is dismissed a bit
too cavalierly. A physicist would naturally expect to
find a rather lengthy discussion of the part played by
the kinetic theory of gases in the development of the
atomic theory, but the author dismisses this in a couple
of pages and there is no mention at all of Daniel
Bernoulli.

Looking at the Stars. By Michael Ovenden. 192 pp.
Philosophical Library, Inc., New York, 1958. $4.75.
Reviewed by H. K. Kiess, Washington, D. C.

Looking at the Stars is one of a series of books
on leisure-time activities. Especially written to interest
young people, it has not only the personal touch em-
phasized by popular science writers, but also the pro-
fessional authority which they lack; the author has
himself made the observations he recommends.

In this little book he manages to cover most of the
topics included in an introductory course in astronomy.
The first six chapters are devoted to home territory,
i.e., our solar system: the sun; the planets, and how
they move; time, the seasons, and the calendar; the
instruments by which this knowledge is gained. Before
journeying into outer space the reader is advised to
consult the main features of the celestial map; he is
then ready to proceed.

As for the stars, the author considers their various
types, distances, motions, sizes, temperatures, masses,
and luminosities, evidence for all of which is presented
with appropriate diagrams. He describes spectroscopic
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methods for determining composition as well as mo-
tion, and with clarity he unravels the clue to the shell
star. After describing our galaxy and other stellar sys-
tems as far as telescopic methods can reach, he con-
tinues the spaceward journey, via radio methods, to
penetrate beyond the optical limit.

The final chapter, "See for Yourself", suggests vari-
ous observations for the reader to make and when to
look for what. And we know he is Scottish when he
discusses buying a telescope when "you are earning
your own living". The conversational tone should appeal
to youthful readers, as well as to older ones, who wish
to be informed about matters astronomical without
resorting to interpretations of technical publications by
nonscientist writers. Because the author is an astron-
omer this book is genuine. Sky photographs are numer-
ous and the illustrations by Mrs. Ovenden are excellent.
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