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Moreaver, the author seems to have taken care to pick
examples with a live physical interest,

In the space of some 500 pages it would hardly have
been possible to deal completely with all these sub-
lects, but one is surprised at how well they have in
fact been treated. The book is certain to prove popular
in colleges of technology, and if a second edition is
contemplated, perhaps it might also contain a section
on elasticity.

It is a matter of common experience that the level
of mathematical education actually attained by many
“engineers and scientists” is often below what is desir-
able, and even below what is formally demanded by
the educational institutions involved. One can only ex-
press the hope that the existence of Prof. Lambe’s
book will contribute something to the solution of this
problem,

The Way Things Are. By P. W. Bridgman. 333 pp.
Harvard U. Press, Cambridge, Mass.. 1939, $5.75.
Reviewed by R. Bruce Lindsay, Brown University.

OR the past thirty years the interest of P. .

Bridgman in problems connected with the founda-
tions of physics has been reflected in a stream of books
and articles which have received careful attention by
scientists and philosophers. The first two of his books
The Logic of Modern Physics (1927) and The Nature
of Phvsical Theory (1936) presented not only a dis-
tinguished experimental phvsicist’s searching critique
of concept-making in science but also developed a char-
acteristic viewpoint with regard to physical theorizing
to which the name “operational” has come to be at-
tached. As the vears have passed Professor Bridgman
has widened the scope of this viewpoint to include
other aspects of human intellectual activity, particu-
larly with reference to the relation between the indi-
vidual and society. This in turn has led him to consider
more deeply the whole process of understanding human
behavior in general. In the present volume he has
assembled the results of his latest thinking. It is not
quite correct to say that herein lies his whole phi-
losophy, since he has made no attempt to construct
a formal system. Rather he considers here in turn a
whole series of puzzling topics, ranging from language
and logic through physical methodology to psychology
and sociology.

Needless to say the volume is as provocative of
thought as all Bridgman's writings have been, and it
will be examined with great interest. The wvery title
arouses a query: is it as dogmatic as it seems to be?
The author would deny any such imputation, since he
evidently means the title to imply that the book is
on “‘the descriptive level”. Yet throughout the interpre-
tations are those of Bridgman. It could hardly be
expected to be otherwise since the author quite honestly
takes the extreme individualistic standpoint about
human knowledge, and continually stresses as his cardi-
nal principle that “we never get away from ourselves”.
Those critics who in the past have called him a solip-

sist, will find much in the present volume to reinforce
their conclusion.

The physicist will inevitably be most interested in
the discussion of topics in logic, probability, and the
physical sciences, including references to the nature of
“truth’ in science, experiment, measurement, and the
concepts of quantum theory. The treatment throughout
is strongly colored by the operational attitude. Bridg-
man appears to be as unhappy as ever with the arbi-
trary construction of concepts and hypotheses which
characterizes modern physical theorizing (and in a
certain sense has also characterized most successful
physical theories of the past considered in the light of
their time), and still gropes for more meaning for
theories on the macroscopic level of actual experience,
This is an interesting and valuable point of view. There
seems however to be no guarantee of its ultimate effec-
tiveness as a tool in scientific discovery. The psychology
of scientific invention is still a mystery. We know only
that there have existed clever people with ingenious
ideas which they have heen able to sell to other com-
petent people for exploitation. At first these ideas look
very arbitrary. Familiarity later seems to remove much
of the arbitrariness, particularly if the theories actually
“work",

The present reviewer is not competent to judge the
impact of the psychological and sociological implica-
tions of the author’s point of view, as set forth at the
end of his book, on the professionals in these fields.
Speaking for himself he does not find the conclusions
about the place of the individual in society very con-
vincing, particularly for example with reference to the
author’s adversely critical attitude toward the graduated
income tax and related matters. This might seem
peculiar since the reviewer has alwavs thought himself
as much of an individualist as Professor Bridgman. But
these are much more difficult matters than theoretical
physics and demand a more elaborate analysis than the
author has been able to give in the restricted space
at his disposal.

It is to be hoped that Professor Bridgman’s book
will be widely read by both scientists and nonscientists
since it contains many ideas which must be reckoned
with, expressed in vigorous and challenging fashion,

Theorie der Stabilitdt einer Bewegung. By Joel G.
Malkin, Translated from Russian into German by W.
Hahn and R. Reissig. 402 pp. R. Oldenbourg, Munich,
Germany, 1959. DM 47.00. Reviewed by T. Teichmann,
Lockheed Missiles and Space Division,

THE stability theory of differential equations is of
interest not only because of its intrinsic im-
portance in the complete theory of differential equa-
tions but also because of its growing significance in
practical applications. In the latter field, it is basic for
the effective application of numerical and approximate
methods to the solution of equations and to the de-
termination of stable regimes of physical systems.
There are three main approaches to dealing with prob-
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