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success. They write as working scientists armed with
firsthand knowledge. Their text is logically arranged,
well expressed, accurate, and up to date. It is an excel-
lent example of what can be done in scientific exposi-
tion with the simplest mathematical equipment (which
is, moreover, summarized in the Appendix).

"Designed," as the jacket informs us, "as a textbook
for physical sciences offered to liberal arts students," it
is actually a closely packed summary of the current
physical picture of the universe. Its thirty chapters
would have to be assimilated at the rate of about one
a week in a year's course—an extremely concentrated
diet. Whether the average liberal arts student, exposed
willy-nilly to a course in science, could profitably con-
sume the whole of it seems doubtful. Actually it could
provide the bases for several surveys of physical sci-
ence—perhaps one devoted to physics and chemistry,
another to astronomy and geology.

The book has, indeed, another use, to which the re-
viewer has put it immediately. It will take a place on
the teacher's desk as an invaluable work of reference,
especially for such "liberal arts" courses as are de-
scribed on the jacket. The information is well ar-
ranged, easy to find, and beautifully illustrated with
diagrams. The examples are real and make a demand
on the student's intelligence. There is a first-class bibli-
ography and the index is all that an index ought to be
—and too often is not. The writing is accurate and
terse—a welcome change from the vague popular style
affected by many general books on science.

Correction

The February issue of Physics Today contained a re-
view of A. Efron's textbook Basic Physics (Rider Pub-
lisher, Inc., New York, 1957) in which the price was
listed as $8.95. We are informed that although the pub-
lishers originally set the price at $8.95, it was reduced
to $7.60 by the time the book appeared in print.
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