The approach in most parts involves brief, cogent dis-
cussions and probably too little mathematics. However,
the attempt is to establish a basic understanding and
the discussions appear to be well designed for this. The
early audio sections are followed by considerable em-
phasis on oscillators, amplitude modulation, frequency
modulation, and television. Rounding out the ever pres-
ent applications aspect, the final pages touch on transit
time of and noise generation by electron motion.

The transistor treatment is to be commended on at
least two features—the clear discussion of conduction
in semiconductors (as accurate as quantum concepts
without mathematical support allow) and the arrange-
ment of transistor and vacuum-tube sections together
under the several circuit types.

The author may be correct in suggesting that this
book will be looked back at “with amusement” in
twenty years. However by then the book’s explana-
tions will have contributed well to that difficult task—
the transmission of technical concepts and of some un-
derstanding of them.

Atoms and Energy. By H. S. W. Massey. 174 pp.
Philosophical Library, Inc., New York, 1956. $4.75.
Reviewed by Norman H. Nachtrieb, Institute for the
Study of Metals.

Written in 1953, this little volume was not published
until three years later. One is inclined to wonder at the
delay, since the useful life of a “popular science” book
Is usually brief. This may be the fate of Professor
Massey’s Atoms and Energy; well written, it neverthe-
less has a topical flavor. The recent discoveries of the
anti-proton and the neutrino have already dated it,
thanks particularly to the considerable speculation it
devotes to the existence of the latter,

It is addressed to the layman, for whom it attempts
to develop the basic concepts of the equivalence of
mass and energy, nuclear forces, and elementary parti-
cles without resort to mathematics. In this it is re-
markably successful.

An ambitious effort, it ranges over a much wider sub-
ject than its title implies. From a very excellent de-
scription of fundamental nuclear particles and nuclear
binding energies it proceeds in logical fashion to a dis-
cussion of the energy release accompanying nuclear fis-
sion and fusion. The principles underlying slow and
fast neutron piles are well described.

The fifth of its six chapters departs from the other-
wise fundamental character of the book; its miscellany
of topics includes the industrial, therapeutic, and diag-
nostic uses of radioisotopes, the commercial power po-
tentialities of nuclear energy, and efforts at interna-
tional control of nuclear weapons. A tendency to border
on the political and moral aspects of nuclear military
weapons seems out of context, however understandable
and urgent. The bewildering state of high-energy phys-
ics with its plethora of mesons is the substance of the
last chapter.
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REWARDING

CAREERS IN

CARBON RESEARCH

National Carbon Company announces
career opportunities in its ultramodern re-
search laboratories in suburban Cleveland
(Parma) Ohio. Latest equipment, un-
crowded, individualized work areas, large
reference library, highly-specialized, con-
genial staff. Outstanding program of com-
pany benefits. Inquire now about the
following specific openings:

*
PHYSICISTS OR CERAMISTS

Challenging, new research in the field of
bonding forces in formed carbon and
graphite. PhD’s with some closely related
experience desirable.

*
METALLURGIST

Investigation of the detail structure of
micro-scale of formed carbon and graph-
ite. Presents real opportunity to improve
application of rheology principles to the
forming of these materials. M.S. or Ph.D
required.

*

EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICIST

For advanced studies of the fundamental
physical properties of graphite at extremely
high temperatures. Ph.D required.

*
Write today to:

G. H. MURRAY, JR.
Personnel Director
P.0. BOX 6116

CLEVELAND, OHIO
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