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substituted centrifugal force for gravity to test the be-
havior of models under stress. Prof. Bucky was a mem-
ber of the American Physical Society.

Irving Langmuir, internationally-known chemist,
physicist, and Nobel Prize winner, died on August 16
after suffering a coronary thrombosis two days earlier
while vacationing at Falmouth, Mass. His age was 76.

Bom in Brooklyn, N. Y., Dr. Langmuir spent part of
his youth in France, but received his high-school and
undergraduate education in the US. In 1903 he received
a metallurgical engineering degree from the Columbia
School of Mines and then returned to Europe where
he was awarded the PhD degree at the University of
Gottingen in 1906. In 1909, after three years as an in-
structor in chemistry at Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology, he joined the General Electric Company's
laboratories in Schenectady, N. Y., where he remained
active until his death. After serving as assistant direc-
tor (1909-32) and associate director (1932-SO) of the
GE Research Laboratory, he retired in 1950, but con-
tinued to act as a consultant to the company.

Dr. Langmuir was the recipient of the 1932 Nobel
Prize in chemistry for his work in surface chemistry,
the Hughes Medal of the Royal Society of London for
research in molecular physics, and numerous other
awards. Among his achievements were the development
of the gas-filled incandescent lamp, the high-vacuum
power tube, atomic hydrogen welding of hitherto un-
weldable metals, a screening-smoke generator for the
military (in collaboration with Vincent J. Schaefer),
and cloud-seeding methods for the artificial production
of snow and rain developed with Dr. Schaefer and
Bernard Vonnegut. To satisfy his own curiosity about
natural phenomena, Dr. Langmuir conducted a num-
ber of odd researches. One of these was a study of the
waves on Lake George in upstate New York, which
convinced him that wind is responsible for many sin-
cere reports of "sea serpents". On another occasion, he
took time from his regular work to debunk a widely
publicized claim that the deer-fly can travel at a speed
of 800 miles per hour. Dr. Langmuir presented irre-
futable proof that the deer-fly cannot possibly fly faster
than 25 miles per hour. His contributions to pure sci-
entific knowledge were of considerable importance. His
studies on electron emission and on gaseous discharges
are regarded as classics. His experimentation with oil
films on water established surface chemistry as an en-
tirely new branch of the science. Experimental tech-
niques that he developed for studying proteins furnished
a new and powerful attack on fundamental problems of
the functions of the human organism and are now being
used by biochemists and biophysicists throughout the
world.

A member of many scientific groups in the US and
abroad, Dr. Langmuir served as president both of the
American Chemical Society and of the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science. He was a fel-
low of the American Physical Society.

computers
Northrop needs computing analysts, qualified either
by experience or education, to work in their ever-
expanding Computer Center at Hawthorne, in
Southern California. If you are qualified, there is
an interesting position as well as a bright future for
you at Northrop.

Applied mathematicians and engineers are
needed as computing analysts for assignment to
Northrop's analogue computing facility, as well as
their enlarged digital electronic computer depart-
ment which provides unparalleled service in the
practical solution of complex engineering problems.

Your assignments will be fresh and stimulating,
and you will have frequent opportunities to advance
in your field. Besides an excellent salary, you will
receive company-paid benefits that are unexcelled
in the entire aircraft industry. Your colleagues will
be the brilliant engineers who developed the USAF-
Snark SM-62 intercontinental guided missile and
the new USAF-Northrop T-38 supersonic twin-jet
trainer. These men are congenial and helpful, and
will respect your ability and individuality just as
Northrop expects them to do. And you and your
family will fully enjoy Southern California's many
attractions and its delightful all-year climate.

If you qualify for any phase of computer
research, design, or application, we invite you to
contact the Manager of Engineering Industrial
Relations, Northrop Division, Northrop Aircraft,
Inc., ORegon 8-9111, Ext. 1893, or write to: 1041
East Broadway, Dept. 4600-W, Hawthorne, Calif.
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