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T A K E A W A Y Y O U R B I L L I O N D O L L A R S 

by Arthur Roberts 

The merry and somewhat irreverent comment on big operations in physics, which 

appears on the following pages, was first played at a small farewell party for Arthur 

Roberts just before he left Cambridge. 

"Take A w a y Your Billion Dollars" was written in 1946 "at a time when it seemed 

as though every physicist was inventing, building, or projecting a new and larger 

machine, and while plans for the Brookhaven Laboratory were being formulated," 

Roberts writes (from Brookhaven, where he was working this summer). 

"The A E C was not yet in existence, and all financing for new machines was being 

thought of as from the Armed Forces. This appeared to many people a dangerous 

situation. ... I was impressed by the number of people w h o thought that it was 

aimed at them. Incidentally, in 1946, ten billion volts still seemed like an astronomi­

cal figure." 

This is but one of six songs that have been recorded and may be purchased by writ­

ing to Mariette Kuper at Brookhaven. Roberts wrote all the music and the lyrics of 
all but one. T h e album contains: "The Cyclotronist's Nightmare, or Eighty Milli­

curies by Half-Past Nine" (1939) ; "It Ain't the M o n e y " (1944, on the occasion of 
the award of the Nobel Prize in physics to I. I. Rabi) ; "Placement" (1945) ; " H o w 

Nice to be a Physicist" (1947) 1 and "Conant, Compton, and Baruch" (1942, words 
by Prof. William Green of M I T ) . 

Arthur Roberts, the physicist's ballader, first divided his teaching time between the New England 
Conservatory of Music and MIT's physics department. During the war he joined the MIT Radia­
tion Laboratory and since then has been working in nuclear physics, beta- and gamma-ray spectra, 
biological applications of radioisotopes, and now microwave spectroscopy at Iowa State! 
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By Arthur Roberts 
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