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applied geometry, but nowhere does he make evident just 
how his own view in this matter is different. And what 
is perhaps the most reprehensible feature of the book, 
Chwistek permits himself to decide on purely philosophical 
issues in terms of what he assumes to be the social conse­
quences of a technical doctrine—a mode of disputation 
which is surely the rejection of "sound reason," even 
though Chwistek's own social views were decidedly hu­
mane and liberal. Ernest Nagel 
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An Introduction to Color. By Ralph M. Evans. 340 pp. 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., N e w York City, 1948. $6.00. 
Leonardo da Vinci was one of the last men to study 

color as a whole. Since his time the study of color has 
unfortunately undergone progressive dismemberment in 
the hands of physicists, chemists, biologists, artists, psy­
chologists, geneticists, and a host of other specialists, with 
the result that the total picture has become almost inac­
cessible to a worker in any one of the fields. "An Intro­
duction to Color" is a most successful attempt to recom-
bine all of the scientific approaches into one orderly dis­
cussion. Not only does it cover the "properties of colored 
light, the properties of vision, and the action of the mind 
in interpreting color . . . and the interrelationships among 
these three aspects of color," but it does so by precise, 
simplified, descriptive measures which will be respected 
by all readers. 
While this book is an "introduction," and the greatest 

pains have been taken to simplify the principles, no one 
will find it easy reading. The psychological concepts will 
be as difficult for most laboratory workers as the ele­
mentary mathematical concepts are to laymen. The inter­
relations of the aspects of color—physical, psychophysical, 
and psychological—are admittedly difficult and one of the 
book's larger virtues is that it is bound to demand some 
new modes of thinking from any reader. It would have 
been helpful if the chapter titles had been carried through 
as page headings to assist in rereading and in keeping 
clear the excellent organization of topics. 
Outside the scope of this text is a view of color which 

the reader must not expect to find covered—the field of 
affectivity in the broadest sense. The author has appar­
ently set the limitation that everything discussed in this 
book must be measurable. Beyond these exacting bound­
aries lie the intangibles that make all this interest in 
color so vital. Beyond "color in photography," "art," and 
"design and abstraction" with which he closes the book, 
begins "color in living" and why we feel about it the 
way we do. 
It is almost unnecessary to say that the work is pains­

taking, the text accurate, and the illustrations copious 
and admirable. Three hundred line drawings reinforce 
every point that can be graphically illustrated, and the 
fifteen color-process plates are nearly as effective as were 
the original photographs in demonstrating psychological 
effects. Would that all textbooks could be made so clear 
and attractive! Dean Farnsworth 
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Underwater Explosions. By Robert H. Cole. 437 pp. 
Princeton University Press, Princeton, N e w Jersey, 1948. 
$7.50. 

An excellent treatment of the subject from the physi­
cist's point of view. Devoted largely to the specialized 
kind of dynamics associated with the detonation of high 
explosives under water and with the various forms in 
which the resulting energy is dissipated. With the pos­
sible exception of the discussions of instrumentation, the 
ordnance engineer and naval architect will find little to 
aid them in their continual weapon-vessel conflict except 
a better understanding of the fundamental ideas involved. 
For the naval physicist, however, it remedies a serious 
deficiency in the literature. 

Royal Weller 
U. S. Naval Ordnance Laboratory 
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